
I 


■: I 


HOT TO BE lOeUED 


REF LECTIONS 

ON THE GOVERNMENT OF INDOSTAN. 
WITH A SHORT SKETCH 
OF THE HISTORY OF BENGAL, 

FROM MDCCXXXVIIII TO MDCCLVI; 

-T- 

ANDAN ACCdVNT 
OF THE ENGLISH AFFAIF-S (y'it 
TO MDCCLVIII; 

BY LVKE SCRAFTON 

LONDON, FRINTED MDCCLXIU 
REPRINTED BY W. STRAHAN IVN. 
FOR G. KEARSLEY, IN LVDGATE STREET, 
AND T. CADELL, IN THE STRAND, 
MDCCLXX 




■REFLECTIONS ON THE GOVERNMENT 
OF INDOSTAN. ETC. 


LETTER I 

Sir,. ■ , . . . 

In obedience to your repeated commands^ I am now 
fet down to give you fach an account of the revolutions 
in Bengal 5 as my memory and the papers I have by me 
will enable me ; But, firft, I find it neceffary to give you 
fome account of the religion, cuftoms, policy, and go- 
vernment of the native Indians, and their conquerors the 
Mahometans j that, being familiarized to them, you may 
fee the principles on which they acl, and that the whole 
may appear a natural chain of events. I then propofe to 
give you the hiftory of Bengal, prior to the acceilion of 
Cheraujee al Dowia j and, ‘laftly-, the account of the un- 
happy cataftrophe of all the company’s fettlements there, 
and of the feveral interefting events that followed. You 
muft not expe<a a graceful didtion, and ornamented ftile: 
I pretend to no other merit than a ftridl adherence to 
truth, and fuch obfervations as are the refult of much 
converfation and intercourfe with the natives. 

Firft, of the religion and cuftoms of the native In- 
dians, whom I fhall call Gentoos, agreeable to the com- 
mon pronunciation. They pretend, that Brumma, the 
founder of their religion, was a being of fo exalted a na- 
ture, as to be inferior only to O o B himfelf ; of infinite 
jcno%vledge, and all his words were truth. From the con- 
du£l of mankind, as recorded in the hiftories of other 
countries, I incline to think, this Brumma was one of 
thofe great geniuXes, which Providence, from time to 
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time, beftows on mankind for the improvement of theif: 
bappinefs : fuch were Confucius, Zoroafter, and I might 
add Peter the Great, who, had he appeared in a lefs en- 
lightened age, would, I doubt not, when time had cait 
a veil over his failings, have been as much revered among 
the Ruffians, as thefe men were in their refpedlive nations. 
They date the exillence of Brumma many thoufatid years 
beyond our account of the creation. Poffibly their chro- 
nology is no better founded than that of the Chinefe^ 
yet they have undoubted claims to remote antiquity ; for 
the earlieft accounts we have of them, reprefent them as 
cultivating all the ufeful arts in great perfection ^ and to 
judge by thejr flowprogrefs among us, this feems to be 
the work qf ages. Perhaps thefe eaftern countries, peo* 
pled in the infancy of the world, never degenerated into 
that ftate of barharifm in which we were fo long involv- 
ed j • the foil and climate propitious to 'mankind, and 
the mind was' a ftranger to the fiercer paffions> which 
arofe from the ftimulating neceffities of our more northern 
climates. The Bramins fay, that Brumma, their law- 
giver, left them a book, called the Vidam, which con- 
tains all his dodtrines and inftitutions. Some fay the ori- 
ginal language in which it was wrote is loft, and that at 
prefent they only poffefs a comment thereon, called the 
Shahftah, which is wrote in the Sanferit language, now“ 
a dead language, and known only to the Bramins who 
ftudy it. In this they are taught to believe in one fupreme 
Being, who has created a regular gradation of beings, 
fome fuperior, and fome inferior to man : in the immor- 
tality of the foul, and a future ftate of rewards and pu- 
nifhments, which is to confift of a tranfmigration into 
different bodies, according to the lives they have led in 
their pre-exiftent ftate, ■ This is all I know of their 
doctrine on thefe two important fubjecls ^ and this is be- 
lieved by the nioft learned of the Bramins^ froin 
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kfi bpinloE that fenfible obje£!:s ^ere fteceflafy to make 
this intelligible to the vulgar, thefe doctrines have been 
taught in allegory ; hence images vrere made of the fu- 
i>reme Being^: according to the particular attribute they 
would cxprefs ; his power, by an image v/ith many 
hands and fwords^ his wifdom by an elephant’s head, and 
fo for the reft: and this is the principal fource of all ido- 
latry I for the explanation being loft, in procefs of time 
the images became themfelves the objedtsof their worfiiip ; 
and as the knowledge of the Sanfcrit language is confined 
to a few of the moft learned Bramins, thefe alone pof- 
fefs the magic lanthorn^ from which they reflect what 
objects they pleafe ; and though all the Gentoos of the 
continent, from Lahore to Cape Comorin, agree in ac- 
knowledging the Vidam, yet they have greatly varied iii 
the corruptions of it: and hence dilierent images are 
worfhipped in dilFerent parts ; and the firft Ample truth 
of an omnipotent Being is loft in the abfurd worlliip of a 
multitude of images, which, at firft, were only fymbols 
to reprefent his various attributes. This is all I fhaiJ 
venture to fay on their doctrinal points ; but their cuf- 
toms are reckoned part of their religion, being fanflified 
by the fuppofed divine charaiier of their legiflator. If 
conje<ftiUres are permitted, I’fhould fuppofe, that Brumma 
was kingj as well as legiflator^ over all the continent of 
India, and that the chief points he had in viewj were, to 
attach the people of India to their own country, and to 
render facred whatever cuftoms he thought neceflary to 
be obferved in fuch a climate ; Hence their venci*ation for* 
the three great rit^ers which water all the country^ the 
Indus, the Kiftnah, and the Ganges ; and hence alfo their 
veneration for the cow, a creature moft eflentially necefl* 
fary in a country where milk is the moft wholefome food, 
and where oxen are fo ufeful in cultivating the land, 
.But the cuiloro which diftingui&es ,the Indians from 
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the reft of mankind, is the divifion of the natives into 
tribes. 

The four principal tribes, are the Bramins, Soldiers, 
Labourers, and Mechanics. Thefe are again fubdivided 
into a multiplicity of inferior diftindtions. There are 
Bramins of various degrees of excellence, who have the 
care of religion allotted to themi Thefe are held facred 
by the reft: they fwear by their heads; they kifs their 
feet; and the Branains have the entire government of 
their minds ; and fuch as do not follow any worldly pur- 
fuits, are fupported by the reft, which is a great burden 
upon the land. It is diiEcuIt to draw a general charadler 
of the Bramins, as they vary fo much in their purfuits, 
and in their degrees of knowledgCi Some I have conver- 
fed with, acknowledge the errors that have crept into their 
religion, own one fupreme Being, laugh at the idolatry 
of the multitude, but infift upon the neceffity of working 
upon the weaknefles of the vulgar, and will admit of no 
doubt of the divine charadier of their legillaton Talk 
to them of the truth of the Chriftian religion, they 
fay, “ They believe it is all very true; but that God 
“ has given different laws, and ordered different forms 
“ of worfliip for different nations, and has prefcribed 
“ them theirs, which their forefathers have pradtifed for 

many thoufand years, and they have no reafon to doubt 
« its being acceptable.” For this reafon they admit no 
converts, nor are themfelves ever converted, whatever the 
Roman miffionaries may pretend; except indeed the Hal- 
lachores, of whom I fhall fpeak hereafter, who are glad 
to be received into a fociety where they are treated as 
fellow-creatures. But I much doubt whether there ever 
was an inftance of any other of the Indians being con- 
verted by the miffionaries ; and even thefe do no honour 
to the Chriftian religion, for as far as ray obfervation has 
reached, thefe half Chriftians are the moft abandoned 
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Jpfofligate wretches of the human fpeciesi- return 

to the Bramins, feme few there are, who^' .Terfed"' in'their 
learned languages, foar above the vulgar j but the gene- 
rality are as ignorant as the laity* Such who are not en« 
gaged in worldly purfuits, are a very moral fuperftitious 
innocent people, who promote charity as much as they 
can toman and beaftj' but fuch who engage In^ the world 
are generally the worft of all the Gentoos ; for, perfuaded 
the waters of the Ganges will purify them from their fins, 
and being exempted from the utmoft rigour of the courts 
of juftice, under the Gentoo governments, they run into 
the greateft exceffes. 

The Soldiers are commonly called Rajah-poots.'^ Thefe 
inhabit chiefly the northern provinces^ And it is front 
hence I conjedlure, that the founder of their religion was 
alfo king of the whole continent, and that he font off this 
tribe to govern the reft; for in all the fouthern provinces, 
the reft of the inhabitants are quite black j and the family 
that govern, are a fair-coraplexioned people, of the colour 
of thofe of the northern provinces. Thefe Rajah-poots* 
are much more robuft than the reft, have a great fliare of 
courage, and a nice fenfe of military honour, which con« 
lifts, among them, in fidelity to thofe they ferve. Fighting 
is their profeiHon, and they readily enter into the fervice 
of any that will pay them, and will follow wherever he 
leads ; but as foon as their leader falls in battle, their caufe 
is at an end, and they run off the field without any ftain 
to their reputation. 

The Labourers are next in rank* This tribe includes 
farmers, and all who cultivate the land. And the me- 
chanics include merchants, bankers, and all who follow 
any trade. Thefe again are fub-divided into each pro- 
iefiion. And now I muft mention the Hailachores, whom 
I cannot call a tribe, being rather the refufc of all the 
^ Ferfons from Usjahs„ 
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tribesi Thefe are a fet of , poor unhappy w^Mehes^ '' d 
ftined to mifery from their birth. They perform ail the 
vilefl: offices of life, bury the dead, and carry away every 
thing that is polluted. They are held in fuch abomina-- 
tion, that on the Malabar fide of India, if they chance to 
touch one of a fuperior tribe^ he draws his fabre, and cutfJ 
him down on the fpot, without any checkj either from 
his own coiifcience, or from the laws of the couEtry.; 
How the legiflator could let fuch an injuftice enter into his 
fyftem, I can no otherways account for, than by his fup- 
pofing a neceifity of a regular gradation ; and that he was 
obliged to facrifice a portion of his people, to preferve 
the purity, or that wherein he defined purity to confift, 
of the reft. All the different tribes are kept diftindi: from 
each other, by ijifurmountable barriers. They are forbid 
to intermarry j to cohabit, to eat with each other, or event 
to drink out of the fame veflel with one of another tribe i 
and every deviation in thefe points, fubjefts them to be 
rejeaed by their tribe, renders them for ever polluted, and 
they are thence-forward obliged to herd with the Halla- 
chores. 

It does not enter into my plan to give you a detail of all 
their religious follies and ceremonies ; which, if you arecii^ 
rious,you may find amply defcribed in Mr. Picart’s collec- 
tion of religious ceremonies. Let it fuffice, that amidft all 
their errors they agree in thofe truths which form the har- 
mony of the unive’rfe, that there is one supreme 
GOD, AND THAT HE IS BEST PLEASED BY 

CHARITY AND GOOD WORKS.' Their worfhip and 
ceremonies at the great temple of Jagernaut feem infti- 
tuted to remind them of thisj for there the Bramin, the 
Rajah, the labourer, and mechanic, all prefent their of- 
ferings, and eat and drink pfomifcuoufly together, as if 
they would infinuate, that all thofe diftindtions are of 
human invention, and that in the fight of God all men arc 
■ , , . ' ' , ec|ua!* 
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equal. This divifion into tribes has had two effbas on 
the whole nation. It has occafioned fuch a difiinion amon*^ 
them., as has always made them -an- eafy prey to every 

invader 5 for no man thinks of defending unlefs 
he is of the foldier's tribe : and hence, it is^ that the m- 
vaders^ who^ like Alexander, came in on the northern 
frontieis,' inhabited mofily by Raja-PootSy have alwavs 
met a very brave refifcance, while thofe who came in from 
the fea, of which more hereafter, have met with very 
little. But it is the fame diftindtion alfo, which haspre- 
ferved the manufadn res among them, maugre all the re- 
volutions and all the oppreiHons introduced by the Ma- 
hometans ; for while the fon can follow no other trade 
than that of his father, the manufactures can be loft only 
by eX'lermifiatiilg the people, ^ ■ - 

Tneir legiflator has even ordained different kinds of 
food to the different tribes ; but whether this w^as found- 
fed in policy, or in a real perfuafion of the doariiie of the 
Metempfychoris,^ I will not pretend to fay. The Bramins 
touch nothing that has life ; their food is milk, vegetables 
and friiit ; and if you fliew them through a microfeope # 
the infedis on a leaf, invifible to the naked eye, they fav 
it is a deceit, that the objedls are in the gkfs, not in the 
leaf The foldiers are permitted to eat venifon, mutton 
and fiftio The labourers and mechanics are different ac- 
cording to their fedts and profejSions j fome ate confined 
to milk and vegetables ; others are permitted filli, but 
nothing further ; the privilege of eating fiefh is confined 
entirely to the ioldiers, and in general, almoft without ex- 
ception, they are remarkable for a temperance that bord- 
ers on abftemioiifnefs. Another circumftance that coq-* 
tributes to form their general charadler, is, their marry- 
ing when infants ; and yet no women are more remark- 
able tor their conjugal fidelity, in which they are dif- 
tinguifhed beyond the reft of their fe3c>^by that remark- 
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Me cuftom of burning with their huftands( . Many 
authors afcribe this to have been inftituted to prevent 
their wives poifoning them 5 but I am well perfuaded^ 
they often fubmit to it from a nice fenfe of honour and 
conjugal afFeaion* li^t .it be conMered^ they are 
brought up together from their infancy 5 the woman has 
jio opportunity of ever converfing with any other man ; 
her affeaions are centered folely in this one objea of 
her love; ihe is firmly perfuaded, that by being burnt 
with him, file fhall be happy with him in another 
world; that if file negkas this laft token of affeaion^ 
he may take another wife, and fhe be fepaiatcd from him 
for ever. However falfe thefe principles, yet; if thofe 
poor %vomen are perfuaded they are true, you muft allow 
they are powerful motives. No doubt they are likewife 
influenced by the difgrace of furviving him ; for they are 
then condemned to a perpetual widowhood, and from 
miftrefs of the family, degraded to the ftate of a menial 
fervant. This affords but an unhappy profpea 5 where- 
as, their burning themfelves is thought to refleft great 
honour to the family, and there is no doubt but the 
dying hufband recommends it to her in his laft moments -s 
Thus their minds raifed to the utmoft pitch by this 
ftrange commotion of love, grief, and honour, they go 
through the terrible trial with amazing fortitude. The 
pravftice is far from common, and only complied with 
by thofe of illuftrious families. Nor is it on this occalion 
only that the Gentoos meet death with fortitude. The 
men are equally ready to refign their lives to preferve 
their religious purity ; of which we had laft year a le- 
markable inftance in three Bramins, who had their 
daughters forced from them by a Mahometan, beyond 
the reach of juftice : they complained to the governor of 
the province, but finding no redrefs, they all fwahoweii 
poifon, and died at the door of his tent, Alfo, ■when 
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the forces came from Madrafs, hy the unexpeaed length of 
the palTage, they were greatly reduced for provifions, in- 
fomuch that there was no rice left for the Gen too feapoys% 
and nothing to ferve out to them but beef and porkj 
but though feme did fubmit to this defilement, yet many 
preferred a languilhing death by famine to life polluted 
beyond recovery. The Mahometan governors often take 
advantage of this, when they want to extort money from 
them; and though they will bear the fevereft corporal 
punilhment, rather than difeover their money ; yet, when 
once their religious purity is threatened, they comply, if 
the fum is in their power ; if not, and the man is be- 
loved by his tnbe, they make a fubfeription to raife the 
money* Fortitude on thefe oceafions is common to all 
of them, even thofe who in other dangers appear of mofi 
daftardly fpiritlefs ciifpofitions* Such you fee is the 
force of principle, that it has preferved its efficacy 
through a feries of ages. And v/hen We confider the 
dreadful penalties annexed to any deviations from what 
their religion ordains, we fhall ceafe to wonder at the 
little change that appears among the Indians, compared 
with the eariieft accounts we have of them. 

There is no forming a general charadfer for fo vafi: a 
traa of country, extending from Cape Comorin in the 
latitude 6, to Lahore in The whole ol it ts div'^ided into 
little principalities, many of which being tainted with the 
diffolute manners of their conquerors, afford a variety of 
charaaers, differing according to the climate, the tribes 
and the government. But in jiiftice to the Gentoo religion 
and cuftoms, I muft fay, that, before the late wars be- 
tween the trench and us in the Carnatick country, 
w'hich is chiefly divided into little Indian Rajahffips, 
human nature in no part of the world afforded a finer 
feene of contemplation to a philofophic mind : Every 

* Natives difcipHned Hke Europeans- 
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thing feemed calculated to promote igriculttire and 
manufafluresi 

The fruitfulnefs of thefe hot countries depending en- 
tirely on their being well v^atered, and the rainy feafor! 
being here of very fliort duration j the prefervation of Ae 
water is a principal obje£t : For which reafon the high 
lands are mounded in by great banks to colledt the water 
that falls from the mountains ; and thefe refervoirs arc 
kept up by the government for the public benefit j 
every man paying for his portion of a drain. The roads 
are planted with rows of large trees, which add to the 
beauty of the country^ and afford a pleafing and refrefh- 
ing fliade ; and every two or three miles are ftone-build- 
ings called Choultrys, for the convenience of traveller, 
who always find Bramins attending to furnifh them with 
water: And fo free is the country from robbers^ that 
I doubt there having been an inftance of one in the me- 
mory of man. The diamond merchants, who generally 
pafs this country, have feldom even a weapon of defence, 
owing to that admirable regulation, which obliges the 
Lord of that fpot where the robbery is committed, to 
recover the effedts, or make good the value. At the ex-^ 
tremity of every town or village are large groves of 
trees, where the weavers carry on their manufactures, 
and, if the foil will admit, there is a handfome ftone 
refervoir, ealled a Tank» 

In the capital of every confiderahle dlftri£l: is generally 
a large temple or pagoda^ fome of them moft iltipen- 
dous buildings^ all of ftone^ the outfide from top to 
bottom adorned with little images^ reprefenting the hii- 
lories of their godsj and too often their amours, full as 
bad as any of the ancients. Thefe pagodas are gene* 
rally built by the Rajahs, or rather by fucceffive genera- 
tions of them, for fome of them appear to be the work 
of ages. They confift of feveral courts, which contain 
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places for.tlieir idols^ and apartments for their Braniins, 
of which there are fome thoufands, who have generally 
the revenues of a traft of country affigned them for their 
fupport, 

The BraminSj who in other refpe(3:s have perverted 
the doclrine of their founder, have however ftrongly 
inculcated the virtue of charity, by teaching them how 
much it will contribute to their happy tranfmigration. 
Happily for the country they have grafted a vanity on 
this virtue, which promotes and extends its good 
fedls. It is the height of their ambition to have a 
temple or choultry called after their name, and refledfs 
more honour to their children, than if their parents 
had left them immenfe wealth. 

What greater proof need we of the goodnefs of the 
government, than the immenfe revenue their country 
yields; many of the Gentoo provinces yield a revenue * 
in proportion of extent of country equal to our richefl: 
countries in Europe ; and yet, like us, they have no 
mines, but draw their wealth from the labour of their 
hands. Such was the Carnatic before it was ravaged 
by our late wars. And I have been told, that the 
Gentoos of the northern provinces ftill prcferve the 
Gentoo purity and fimplidty uncontaminated ; but they 
indeed were never properly fubdued ; The fuccefibrs of 
Tamerlane made fierce and conftant upon them, but 
sIvTays met with a vigorous and brave refiftance, and 
were at lafl* convinced it was better to have them as a 
kind of tributary allies than enemies, Ehbar Shah was 
the firft who entered into a treaty with them ; his ex- 
ample was followed by fucceeding emperors ; and they 
long proved an excellent barrier againft the Afghuans- 
and the northern T artars : But when the emperors de- 
generated into lewd monfters .and tyrants, they forfook 
Iheir allianc^j ^d thenceforward the empire was expofed ' 
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to' the invafion of the Mltarattas,the Perfians, andkftlf, 

of the AfErhuans. , 

The moft extenfive Gentoo government is that of the 

Mharattas, who have now almoft overturned the whole 
emph-e, of which more when I come to fpeak of their 
government and hiftory. I ftall only oblerve here, riiat 
they have vaftly deviated from the true Gentoo caaraaer. 
The mintary fpirit that has prevailed among them foi 
the two laft Centuries, has utterly corrupted their man- 
ners; their manufaaures are totally negleded; com- 
merce is baniflied ; and their Rajahs have laid wafte their 
own country by their oppreffion, almoft as much as 
that of their enemies, while the generals of their army 
and their foldiery are grown immenfely rich by the plun- 
der of more than half of the Mogul empire. ThereAre a 
number of Rajahfliips interfperfed throughout India, 
which by the advantageous fituation of the country, 
have either never been fubdued, or are only tributary to 
the Mahometans, preferving their own religion and 
laws : Such is theRajahfcip 'of Tanjour, the Rajah of 
which two years ago repulfed the veterans of trance, 
commanded by lieutenant-general Lally. 

We read in ancient authors, that the Brachmans, who 
I incline to think were a fet of philofophers rather than 
the tribe of Bramins, excelled in aftronomy, and were 
famed all over the world for their leaining. It is 
poffible they had juft pretenfions to that charaaer j but 
in all thefe eaftern countries, if any man poffeffes any 
fecret of nature, he only confiders how he fhall m Je ufe 
of it to delude the ignorant multitude, and atl^a their 
veneration; and therefore the key of the Arcana is 
trufted to very few. For example, I was amazed to le^ 
that the- Bramins could foretel an eclipfe ; and yet alk 
them the nature of it, and they tell you an abfurd ftopr 
of a drasron latipa: hold of th& and they teac t e 
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people to Tiin Into the river and make all the noife they 
can^ which they perfuade them will frighten the dragon 
away. This led me to enquire into it, and I found that 
they are poiTeffed of a lift of eclipfes calculated for feme 
thoufand years to come. Now, whoever made this lift 
mu ft certainly have known the motions of the heavenly 
bodies, whereby it was occafioned j but it is the fyftem 
of the Bramins, that the vulgar are to be governed only 
by taking advantage of their ignorance: Therefore we 
are not to wonder at the excefles they run into injudi- 
cial aftrology, 'which they carry indeed to the higheft 
degree of folly. Their almanac, compofed by the Bra- 
mins, has not only a planet or genius that prefides over 
every day, but over every hour, every minute, and every 
aSionj nor do they enter on any new undertaking, 
without confulting it, and it requires a concurrence of 
fortunate circumftances to form a lucky minute. Some 
days are fit for going to the north, others to the fouth ; 
fome days are fo entirely taken up by evil fpirits, that 
they abftain from all manner of bufinefs 5 and a clap of 
thunder at once breaks their refolutions, let the almanac 
fay what it will : So that between tfec Mahometan and 
Gentoo aftrologers together, one half of the year is taken 
up in unlucky days. The head aftrologer is ever prefent 
at all their councils ; no new enterprise is begun with- 
out his being firft confulted ; and his veto is as effeftual 
as that of a tribune in the Roman fenate ; the ftrefs they 
lay on this really makes it of great confequence, and the 
general who Ihould march an army againft the opinion 
of the aftrologer, would be as much condemned, as the 
Roman general who fought, though the chicken would 
not feed. 

After having fald fo much on the cuftoms and religion 
of the Gentoos,, } think I may venture to fay on the 
whole, that the Qentqos, upmfl,i|enced by the Maho- 
metans, 
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metzns^ are a meek, fuperftitious charitable people, ^ 
charafter formed by their temperance, cuftoms, and re^ 
ligioii. They are almoft ftrangers to many of thofe paf-. 
fions that form thepleafure and pain of our lives* Love, 
at ieaft all the violent tumults of it, is unknown to the 
Gentoos, by their marrying fo young, and by the little 
intercourfe they have with other women ; ambition, is 
efFefiually reftrained by their religion, which has, by 
infuniiountable barriers, confined every individual to a 
limited fpherej and all thofe follies, arifmg from de- 
bauchery, are completely curbed by their abftaining from 
all intoxicating liquors. But from hence alfo, they are 
frangers to that vigor of mind, and all the virtues 
grafted on thofe paffions which animate our more z&ive 
fpirits. They prefer a lazy apathy, and frequently 
quote this faying from fome favourite book : It is 
better to fit than to walk, to lie down than to fit, 
to lleep than to wake, and death is heft of all, 
Their temperance, and the enervating heat of the cli- 
mate, ftarves all the natural palEons, and leaves them 
only avarice, which preys mofl: on the narroweft minds. 
This bias to avarice is alfo prompted by the oppreffion 
of the government, for power is ever jealous of the in- 
fluence of riches. The Rajahs never let their fubjefts 
rife above mediocrity; and the Mahometan governors 
look on the growing riches of a fubjedi as a boy does on 
a bird^s neft ; he eyes their progrefs with impatience, 
then comes with a Ipoileris hand, and ravifties the fruit 
of their labour. To counter-afl: this, the Gentoos bury 
their money under ground, often with fuch fecrefy as 
not to truft even their own children with the know-r 
ledge of it; and it is amazing wh^t they will fufFer 
mther than betray it ; When their tyrants have tried all 
manner of corporal punilhments on them, they threaten 
Ip defile them ; but even that ofteii fails ; for ’i^fent- 
,'4.-,. I ipmt 
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iiieiit prevailing over the love of life, they frequently 
rip up their bowels, or poifon themfelves, and carry the 
fecret to the grave j and the fums loft in, this manner, in 
fome nleafiire account why the filver in India does not 
appear to increafe, though there are fuch quantities con- 
tinually coming into it, and none going’ out of it. 

The Gentoos^of the lower provinces are 'a flight made 
people. Rice is their chief food. It feems to afford 
but poor nourifcment; for ftrong robuft men arefeidom 
feen among them. Though the people in general are 
healthy, yet they rarely attain - to -any great age, which 
Is in fome meafare made up to them by an early ma- 
turity. They are married in their infancy j and con- 
fummateat fourteen on the male fide, and ten or eleven 
on the female: and it is common to fee a woman of 
twelve with a child in her arms;.’ Though a barren 
woman is rare among them ^ yet they bear but few 
children 5 for at eighteen their beauty' i.s on the decline, 
and at twenty-five they are ftrongly marked with age. : 
The men indeed wear fomething better, though they 
alfo are on the decline after thirty. Thus the fpring 
of life is but of fliort duration, and the organs decay 
before the faculties" of the mind can -attain to any perfec- 
tion. Is nature then deficient ? Surely not. We 
always fee the organs of the body fuited to the cli- 
mate 5 nor do I know a ftronger or more active race cf 
people than the Mallays, who live moftly within fix de- 
grees of the equinoctial : We muft rather look for it 
in that early indalgence in venereal pleafurcs, their ex- 
celive abftemioiifiiefs, their fedentary way of life, and, 
ill Bengal and the conquered provinces, in thedejedled ftate 
of their minds, opprefled with the tyranny of their con- 
querors. No wonder then, that with fuch cuftoms, 
fuch bodies, and fuch minds, they fall an eafy prey to 
ivery invader*. 


the word Moors is ufcd by us to exprels the Maho- 
metaiis of all feas and countries who are fettled in India. 

It is indeed neceffary to have fome general word ; for 
tvhether Pytan, Perfian, or Tartar by birth, it matters 
not, the enervating foftnefs of the climate, foon forms 
but one common charaaer of them, the diftmguifhmg 
qualities of which are perfidy and fenfuality : But it 
will be, neverthelefs, neceffary to trace their progrefs to 
that charaaer, and to diftinguilh the various nations 
they come from, before they are melted down into the 
common mafsi 

The Moors of India have the fallowing origins. 

The Arabs, who came from the Perfian gulph, fet- 
tled at Maffulipatara ; from thence made conquefts of 
the open country up to Dehli, to which they gave a 
race of kings, who were expelled by Tamerlane and 
his fucceffors ; but they appear to have founded various 
colonies in different parts, who ftill fubiift, and aie 
called PytanSrf 

The Afghans, who came from Candahar and the 
mountains that divide ' Pcrfia from Hindoftan,- are alfo 
called Pytans i but whence the word is derived, or why 
' the appellation Ihould be common to both of them, I 
will not pretend to afcertain. The Tartars, or the 
Mungul Tartars, who came in from Bochara and Sa- 
marcand with Tamerlane, are commonly called Mo- 
guls. The fame name is alfo given to the Oufbeg, Cal- 
inuc, and other tribes of Tartars, who are continually 
coming in, as a kind of adventurers, as well as the Per- 
fians, who, fince the deftrudfion of their ov/n empire, 
feek a refuge at the courts of the Mogul and the 
Nabobs of the provinces; Thefe, with the flaves 
they -have brought up to their own religion, compofe 
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lie. wtoie of Mahometans^ , whom we blend 

together^ under the general denomination of Moors; 
and whoj though not in number the hundredth part 
of the natives, yet, by the divifion of the Gentoos^ 
keep almoft the whole in fubje<3:ioni Of thefe, the 
Moguls are in poffeiHon of the throne of Dehli, and 
moft of the principal governments and employments de^ 
pendent thereon^ 

If we would come at their true charafter, we muil 
look for it in their education; Till the age of five or 
fix, the boys of rank and family are left entirely to the 
eunuchs and women ; and from the fondnefs and tender- 
hefs of their management, they firft acquire a delicacy 
Of conftitution; a timidity; and an early tendency to 
the pleafures of the feraglio* They are then provided 
with tutors, to teach them the Perlian and Arabic lan- 
guages ; and, at this early age, they are brought into 
company, where they are taught to behave with great 
gravity and circumfpeftion, to curK every motion of im- 
patience, learn all the punftilious ceremonies of the 
eaftern courts, to fay their prayers in public, and every 
exterior of devotion ; and it is aftonifliing to fee how 
well a boy of eight or nine years old will acquit himfelf 
in company* They are alfo taught to ride, and the ufe 
bf arms, and are furnifhed with their fhield and fabre, 
and a little dagger at their waift, which is called a cut- 
tarry, the principal ufe of which, is to ftab oh occa- 
fion* When the hours of fchool and company are paft, 
they return to the feraglio, and the parents never fcruple 
to admit them to all their plays and diverfions, at v/hick 
are exhibited reprefentations of every thing that is beaftly 
&nd unnatural, not in a manner to excite horror, but 
merely to afford diverfion. Nothing ever Ihocked me 
more than to fee the ihfenfibility of the parents, in ex- 
pohng fucli feenes to the tender minds of their children* 
B 2 The 



The flaves and women of the feragiio wait with imp^^ 
tience the firft appearance of defirc to debauch them j 
unknown to the parents, and this manner of education 
continues till thirteen or fourteen, when ti'.cy confurn- 
mate their marriages, which are. made by therr parents 
in their infancy, and a feparate houfnokl ^is ^formed for 
them. They are then forbid their fatners ieragho, aie 
permitted to fee none but their mothers, nor has the fa- 
ther even the permilHon to fee his daughter-in-iaw ; and 
from that time, that diSmulation, which they learnt 
from the father’s leffons and examples, is pradtifed be- 
tween father and fon, and too often ajealoufy arifes be- 
tween them, which their hiftory fhews frequently enda 
in blood. This is the general education of all the great, 
and there are few exceptions i the poor and middling 
are only curbed by the fliortnefs of their finances ; 
for as Toon as they acquire money, they tread in the fteps 
of their fuperiors. Here, then, you fee the feeds of 
that perfidy and fenfuality, which are the diftinguifliing 
qualities of an Indian Moor j qualities, that would 
long fince have deftroyed the whole race of them, 
had they not been continually fupplied with new re- 
cruits from their original country. 

The Pytans, as I faid before, are fettled in numerous 
colonies in the interior of India, and chieSy in the bar- 
jiountainous parts, and appear to be the de- 
of thofe Arabs, who came in from the gulph 
whofe power was broke by Tamerlane and 
his iuccelfors j but fuch, who had got pofleffion of any 
country difficult of accefs, maintained themfelves there, 
and their defeendants are the beft foldiers of the empire^ 
but arc detefied by the Udoguis, who look on them to 
exceed themfelves in pcrfidioufnefs and cruelty. They 
'ce a trade of hiring themfelves out, and if they have 

opportunity, make no fcruple of dethroning the 

power 
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power which liires them. As to the- Afghan Pytans^ 
they fcldom continue here^ they only inalie incurfions 
for plunder^ and return with their booty. The Oufbec^ 
CalmucSj and the various tribes of Tartars, who come 
to fettle here, wdien they firft arrive, are a bold, -hardy, 
martial people. Their rufiicity, and 'the barbarity of 
their manners, are greatly derided by -..the old -ftanders,. 
They generally bring a good hone with^ them, and are 
fiire to be taken into Tervice, for they are reckoned 
more faithful than other Mahometans. ; They begin as 
a fiinple cavalier, and are perferred by degrees, till ibme 
of them come to great commands. At firft- they ab-; 
hor the fenfuality and eireminacy. ■of their, mafters ; but 
by- degrees their native manners v/ear ofFj -.they adopt the- 
luxury they defplfed, they marry the women of the 
country, and their cliildren; or at: the -utmo-ft. their grand- 
children, have nothing remaining ■' of ■ their T artar ori- 
gin j like our Engliili hounds, .when- fent abroad, the 
firft breed of .which retains fome. little of the qaaiitles 
of a hound, but the next are no better than curs. 

The Perfians are but a frnail number; and on accouiit 
of the fainiefs of their complexion, and tlieir politenefs, 
are favourably received at court, the great men being de- 
firous of marrying them to their daughters, that they may 
keep up the complexion of their family; for degenerate 
as the Moors are, they arc proud of rheir origin, and as 
the Mungul Tartars are a fair compiexh:?ried people, a 
man takes his rank in feme meafure from hvs cciour. As 
to the flaves bred up n> the Mahometan they are 

much fuch a race as the converts the Pcrtuguelb make to 
their religion; they are deftitute of all the co?nmeridabh^ 
qualities of the Gentoos, and. acquire only the bad ones 
of the Mahometans. I am fenfiblel have altcgcth-vr r i ■ 
veil the Moors a deteftable charadler; and i arn -o 
(aj it is fo uiiiverfally true, that I never knew above rv-i 



or three exceptions, and thofe were, among the Tartar 
and Perfian officers of the army, vyhofe native manners 
were not yet utterly corrupted. 

Hofpitality is, I think, the only virtue they can pre- 
tend to. It feems to be a refuge from the oppreffion of 
the government ; and many of them fcruple a breach of 
faith with any man they have entertained under their roof, 
By this you would think friendlhip was a facred bond 
among them, True, it is ever in their mouths, but 
in their hearts, and it is a word feldpm ufed but to 
deceive. Their friendlhip like their devotion is all often- 
tation; they will drink a dram in the intervals between 
each prayer, though all fpirituous liquors are forbid by 
their laws, and they will ftab while they embrace you 5 
for which reafon the great men never embrace but on the 
left, that the perfon they embrace may not come at their 
dagger with their right hand. The Mahometans in other 
of the world are enthullafts to their religion; but 
the feas of Ofman and Ali never difagree about 
was the lawful fucceflbr to the caliphat, if they 
about the fucceffion to the government they live 
under. There are but few mofques, ftill fewer priefts, 
and the great men, though, by habit, vaftly punftual 
their private devotions, rarely go to the public 
jnofques. 

The Moors may be divided into two charadlers ; thofe 
who afpire at power, and thofe who are in poffeffion of it, 
The former are brave, aclive, vigilant and enterprising, 
fometimes faithful to the party they engage with ; but 
once in pofleffiqn of power, they feein to have fought it 
to abufe it, by making it fubfervient to their fen- 
fuality. The charms of the feraglio at once difarm them, 
they abandon themfelves to their pleafures, and feem tq 
be fettening themfelves up for a facrifice to fome one that 
^qfe qualities themfelves have loft, 



Haviijg iaid thus much of their charadler, I fiiall en- 
deavour to explain how government can fubfift with fo 
little virtue. 

As I before obferved^ the univerfality of the Gentoo 
religion throughout the continentihould imply, that there 
alfo fubfifed an univerfal empire; but no accounts we 
have of India go far enough back to prove it ; for in 
Alexander the Great’s time, it appears to have been di- 
vided into great Rajah/hips, whofe Rajahs were conti- 
nually at war with each other. Then enfues a long 
chafm in our knowledge of them. When the Portuguefe 
firft rounded the Cape of Good Hope, they found, that 
the Arabs had made feveral conquers along the fea feore, 
and had even penetrated along the open country up to 
Dehli, As they muft have come by fea, it is highly prob-^ 
able their force was not very great ; and their progrefs 
muft have been owing to the inteftine v/ars of the Rajahs. 
When Tamerlane came in, he overpowered them with 
mighty armies ; but though he is called conqueror of 
India, he'feems to have conquered only the open country. 
That vaft trzSt of country, from the Indus to the Ganges, 
was unfubdued ; nor had he made any great progrefs in 
the eaftern provinces ; and it wa^ not till the time of 
Aurengezebe, that the Tartar arms penetrated into the 
Decan and Carnatic ; and even he did not make a perfect 
conqueft of them, for he was on an expedition againft 
the Mharattas when he died. Thus the Tartar conqueft 
was never perfedt 5 for their government was fo weaken-^ 
ed, by the various ftruggles for the fuceeflion, on the death 
of every emperor, but more by their abandoning them- 
felves fo totally to the pieafures of the feragiio, that it 
never took any deep root ; and even two thirds of what 
they had conquered, was ftiil left in the hands of the old 
Rajahs families, in confideration of their paying a certain 
%ITI anpually to the vieejroys* apporilted by the Mogul over 
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each particular province. Thus the Mahometan laws 
never extended further than the capital cities; and even 
there the old cuftoms were ftill regarded. This is one 
happy elFeiSt of the tenacioufnefs of the Gentoos to their 
own religion for had they turned Mahometans, they 
would indeed have been the moft abje(Sl and w'retclied 
of the human fpecies. 

I am amazed to fee, that all the writers have alTerted, 
that there are no laws in this country ; that the land is 
net hereditary; and that the emperor is univerfal heir. 
I am ready to allow, there are no written inftitutes ; no 
acls of parliament ; and that there is no power to controul 
the emperor; but I muft allert, that they proceed in their 
courts Oi juftice by eftabliflied precedents; that the lineal 
fucceffion, where there are children, is as indefeafibie here 
as in any country that has no check on the fupreme 

power; and that the emperor is heir to none but his own 
officers. Although the Tartars, from their roving life in 
their own wild country where they live in tents, require 
few laws, and no fettled police, yet they could diftinguifli 
the ufe of them in the countries they conquered; and 
accordingly, both in China and India, they made no 
innovation, fo that the old Gentoo laws ftill prevail. 
The moft immutable of thefe is the hereditary right to all 
lands, which even extends to the tenants. The lord of 
the manor has an uncontefted right, as long as he pays 
the ufual tax to the government; fo alfo the tenant under 
him cannot be removed while he pays his lord the ufual 
rate; and the fum at which each acre is valued, as alfo 
the taxes to the government are wrote and preferved in 
the county books, and can never be exceeded. Thefe 
laws were wifely inftituted, as barriers againft oppreffion, 
and were general, except for the demefnes of the crown, 
which on the expulfion of the great Rajahs families, fell 
to the Tarw conquerori and for the Jaghire lands, 

which 
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wliicli arc lands beftowed by the crown out of its demefnes 
to the Omrahs, for the fupport of their forces, which, on 
the death of the pofleilor, revert to the crown 5 but even 
this regards only the lord&ip of the lands ; for under thefe 
the right of the tenants is indefeafible, , 

Tliefe laws continued in full force, till theinvafion of 
Nadir Shah; and till that time there was fcarce abetter 
adminiftered government in the world. The manufadtures, 
commerce, and agriculture flouriflied exceedingly 5 and 
none felt the hand of oppreffion, but thofe who were dan- 
gerous by their wealth or power : but when the governors 
of the provinces found the w’^eaknefs of the Mogul, and 
each fet up for fovereign in his ovm province, although 
they would not break through thefe immutable laws, they 
invented new taxes under new names, which doubled or' 
trebled the original ones, and which the land-holder was ob- 
liged to levy on his tenants, The old flock of wealth for 
fome time fupported this 5 but when that failed, and the te- 
nants were ftil! prefied for more, they borrowed of ufurers 
at an exorbitant interefi 5 and the government ftill continu- 
ing thefe demands, the lords of the land, were obliged' to do 
die fame; but as all this v/hile the value of the lands did 
not iiicreafe, the confequeiice was, that, at laft, unable 
to pay the iiiterefl of the mortgages, the rents were feized 
by rapacious ufurers. The government finding the reve- 
nues fall fliorter every year, at laft fent colledbors and- 
farmers of the revenues in, to the provinces. Thus th©' 
lord of the land was divefled of the power over his coun- 
try, and the tenants expofed to rnercilefs, plunderers 5 till 
the farmer and manufadhirer finding the more they la- 
boured, the more they paid, the manufaclurer would 
work no more, the farmer cultivate no more, than was * 
ncceflary for the bare fubfiflence of his family. ■ Thus 
this once Caurifliing and plentiful country^, has in the 
pourfc of a few years, been reduced to fuch mifery, t: :it 

iruiiiy 
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Ly thoufeads^m continually periflting tl^rough ^ 
The crown lands are ftill worfc off; let out to the h.ghcft 
bidder, the fanner of them looks no farther than to 
make the moft of his ftort time; and the Jagkre lands 
rfone remain unplundered. Hence that equal 
of wealth, that makes the happmefs o. a peop c, an 
fpreads a face of chearfulnefs and plenty through all ranks 
ts now ceafed; and the riches of the country are fedled 
trtly in the hands of a few ufurers, and greedy cou < 
tiers and the reft is carried out of the country, by the 
foreign troops taken into pay to maintain the govemori 
Tto ufurpation. This unhappy decay the India com- 
iThave Lady experienced, in the dec me of then 
Izl, and rife of the price of their manufaaures, anc 


thefe very few years, merchants were nu w.*. 
proteaed, nor more at their eafe, than vr 
Lernment ; nor is there a part of the world, v 
snd agriculture have been more cultivated, of 
vaft plenty and variety of manufaaories, an i 
chants, were proofs fufficient. 

Unhappily for the Gentoos, themfelves are 

minifters of oppreffion 
haughty, lazy, and voluptuous, 

they have no jealoufy, t 

which further a 

pi^veEts 
ftran^ i 

Piri|4 and rapacious 


'fnade-tte' 

over each other ; the Moormen, 

, make them, of whom 

the minifters of their oppreffion, 
anfwers the end of dividing them, and 
5 their uniting to fling off the yoke; and by the 
intoxication of power, they are found ftill mot,e 
thtin their foreign mafters ; and Wh5t« 
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|s'm0re extraordinaiy, the Bramins ftill exceed the reft 
in every abufe of power/ and feem to think, if they 
foribe God by bcftowing a part pf their plwider on cows 
and Faquirs, their iniquities will be pardoned, Tet 
at the fame time, they ferve their' tyrants with fear and 
trembling. There is no further connediion between them 
than the ufe they are of to each other. The G-entoo, 
cool, deliberate, and indefatigable in application, is urged 
on by the prorpefl: of enriching Iiimfelf, whpe his mate 
finds means and leifure to give himfelf up to the de- 
lights of his feraglio ; But as his profufenefs is ftili more 
than his minifter can fupply, in his firft exigence he feizes 
on him, and puts him to the torture to difeover his fecr^ 
hoard. If the fum he gets by this means anfwers his 
expedtation, he reinftates him in his former authority i 
If not, he cuts off his head and puts another of the 
fame ftamp in his room. Thus all money affairs are in 
the hands of the Gentcos, Not only thofe of the go- 
yeronient, but every Moorman of rank and every mer- 
chant has his Gentoo agent, who keeps his zcconnts^ 
and is the petty tyrant over his tyrant’s flaves. Thus 
fnuch for the management of the revenues. 

With rcfpedl to the executive part depending on power, 
the government of the Moors borders fo near on anarchy, 
you would wonder how it keeps together* Here every 
man maintains as many armed men as the ftate of his 
finances will admit, and the degree of fubpiiffion is pro- 
portioned to the means of refiftance ; and the grand my-r 
ftery of their politics is to fomept this difunion, When- 
lever any fubjedl becomes formidable either by his wealth 
or power, they prefer the filent execution of affaffination 
to that of public juftice, left a criminal, publicly arraigned, 
lliould prove as a ftandard for the feditiom to^repair to. 

Loyalty and patriotifm, thofe virtuous incentives tp 
great and noble a#ionS;^ are here prdknown, and wh&i 
^ they 
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thry ccafc to fear, they cenfe to obey, bat to keep thcit 
fears and miftrufts in perpetual agitation, whole legions 
of fpies are entertained by the government •, theie are 
difperfed all over the country, and infiuuatitig themfelves 
into the iamilics of the great, if they engage in any plot, 
are furc to betray them, but oftnergivc ihlfe iurornution 
apainft the innocent for the fake of reward. ^ 'FliC per- 
fon informed againft, ignorant whence the infonnation 
comes, in felf-prcfervation informs agaiml his nearelb 
friends. Thus mutual good faith, the bond of focicty, 
is broke, and treachery and fufpicion embitter every hour 
of their iivesi but ftill fuch meafures anfwer the end of 
the government, as far as the infpeflion oi the iupreme 
power extends; but in all thefe great unwieldy empires, 
they have no check on the diftant provinces; and a go- 
vernor has no fooner taken the oath ol allegiance, than 
he plots how to break it with fccurity. In vain are all 
precautions, where there is no check but fear; whatever 
calls the Emperor from the centre of his dominions, af- 
fords the opportunity of a revolt ; and this is the lource 
of all their revolutions. Money is here, it I may fo ex- 
prefs myfclf, the eiicnee of power ; for the foldiers know 
no other attachment than their pay, and the richeft party 
foon becomes the ftrongeft. 

Another principal caufe of the frequent revolutions in 
this country is, their llrangc error in the government of 
their armies. One would expeit to fee good fenfe in their 
military eftablifcment at leaft. I'heir whole force is di- 
vided into great commands, and the pay is idued from tiie 
treafury to the refpeclive generals. Hence the 'foldiers re- 
gard only the man from whom they receive thcii p-t}' , and 
are intirely at his devotion, except indeed t'.ic Emperor’s 
or Subah’s body-guard v/hich he pays himfrlf, and he 
only end«0-yours to keep z kind of bnlancc of |.:o vver among 
thofe gmt officers ; he docs not frudy to attach tlie whole 


to hiirJctfj only a majority, the reft he awes with his 
|)ower, and makes them fight from fear$ and, wlm is 
more extraordinary, he keeps his troops greatly in arrear, 
from a rniftaken notion, that they will be true to iiiin, 
from the fear of lofing their pay. The confequence is, 
that if the invader oirers fair, he xidns over the general 
officers to him, and a revolution is at once effedted ; or 
elfc they rcftifc to take the field, till their arrears are paid, 
and perhrps the treafury is too low to fatisfy them, and 
by this delay, the enemy have time to gather ftrength ; 
and fiaaiiy, when the day of aSion comes, they draw 
their fwords but faintly, having no great motive to in- 
fpire them with courage, while the invaders are pufhed 
on by the hope of reward and- plunder* -On the other 
ft'.le ag^ain, when the Emperors or Subahs have fecured a 
majority of their general officers, and defire to difmlfs a 
part of their force, they abfolutely refufe the pay that is 
jiiftly due to them, and make them and their foldiers quit 
the country, or perhaps follow them with a body of troops, 
and cut them in pieces. 

I now flatter myfelf, to have explained to you the 
fources of the frequent revolutions among thefe people. 
An Englifhman cannot but wonder to fee how Tittle the 
fiibjedts in general are afFeEted by any revolution in the 
governments It is not felt beyond the fmall circle of the 
court. To the reft it is a matter of the utraoft indiffe^ 
rence, whether their tyrant is a Perfian or a Tartar; for 
they feel all the curies of power without any of the 
benefit, but that of being exempt from anarchy, which 
is alone the only ftate worfe than that they endure^ 
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Sir^ 

In the account I ptopofe to'give jou of thefe'couiitHes| 
I fhail confine myfelf to ftich particulars only as are 
teffary to give you a clear idea of the ftate of Bengal^ 
prior to the fatal cataftrophe which happened to all the 
company’s fettlements there,, 

The laft conquerors of India were the Tartars under 
the condudf of Timur Beg, a fierce and warlike people^ 
who, ill the fame century, over-ran China and Perlla; 
but their pofterity degenerated into a weakj effeminate 
race, incapable of maintaining the conquefts acquired by 
the bravery of their ^ceftors 5 fo that in Ghina^ they were 
foon expelled by the natives^ till frelli irruptions of their 
tincorrupted countrymen again fubdiied them. The fame 
in PerfiEj .where the race of Tamerlane governed with 
great glory for fome few reigns^ till, enervated by thecon-» 
tagious foftnefs of the people they fubdued^ they were 
iinable to refill the invafiGn of a handful of mountaineers,* 
who lately put an end to their race, in the death of Shah 
Hoflein. In India their degeneracy has been Hill more 
flagrante Who can trace the martial hardy T artar iri 
the weak degenerate pofterity of Tamerlane^ from Auren« 
gezebe to Mahomed Shah ? As w'dl might we feek for 
Roman virtue in Caracalla*^ Heliogabalus^ and thofe monf- 
ters who reigned in the decline of the Jloman empire^* 
When Nadir Shah invaded them, they were indeed ripe 
for deftruflion^ and he wifely judged he could not leave 
the government in weaker hands than thofe he found it 
in : He knew well, a monarch like Mahomed Shah^ loft 
to all fenfe of glory, and immerfed in the Circaean plea- 
fares of a feragiio, was not to be animated by fo noble a 
motive as a juft revenge. His judgment proved too true^ 
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k fiupid languor fucceeded that terrible ftorm ; all looked 1 

on the empire as a ihip in diftrefs | and, inftead of vigo-' 

roufiy exerting themfelves to fave her,, they left her to be : 

dafhed to pieces j every one ftrove to feize a portion of ^ 

the wreck : The governors of the provinces immediately 1 

threw olF their dependence, or at ieaft kept up but a mock ; 

fhew of it, referving to themfelves the revenues of the . . 

provinces, to ftrengthen them in their ufurpation* The 

Rajahs too, who moftly poflefs the woody mountainous 

countries, fecure in their fituation, once more threw olF a j 

yoke they had always borne with impatience ; and thus 

was the mighty empire rent in pieces by the Perfian in- 

vafion, nothing remaining to the emperor but the pro-^ 

vinces from Dehli to Lahore. 

I fiiall go no farther back than the year 1725, when 
Bengal was governed by Soujah Caun | who, for his zeal I 

and fidelity to the crov/n, had been rewarded with the i 

inveftiture of this government in his own family j and his * 

authority then extended over the provinces of Bengal,* ■ 

Bahar and Orifla; the tw^'o laft be governed by his depu- i 

ties, and kept his court at Muxadavad in the center of ’ 

the province of Bengal, ^ 

Some time before his acceiEon, two Moguls, brothers^ 
named Hadjee Hamet and Allyvherde Caun, came to 
Bengal powerfully recommended by fome of the prin- 
cipal Ornrahs at court, and w^ere received into his fer- 
vice ; the former as an officer of the foot foldiers, who 
immediately attended his own perfon, the other as his 
Hookah, or pipe-bearer. Hadjee Hamet had in his 
younger days been at Mecca, which is implied by the 
title of Hadjee, given to all thofe who have made that 
pilgrimage. This alone is. a great recommendation in a ^ 

country fo diftant from a place, which by the Koran 
all MufTulmen ought to vifit once in their lives j and a 
reputation for fandlity is the beft 'difguife' for an ambi- ^ 1 

tious , ' 




( 2 * '< 

■ ■ ' 

c ' 



3 * LETTER II 

tious man, among a people fo full of enthufiafm as artS 
all the followers of Mahomet : It gave him an eafy in- 
trodudion to the great, which he well knew how to 
improve : he foon difcovered his mailer’s ruling paffion 
to be an unbridled lull after women. T o this he made 
his court, and faw himfelf in the road to greatnefs ; but 
was confcious of a weaknefs which might pjove an in- 
vincible obftacle to his purfuits, the want of that 
martial courage fo indifpenfibly necelTary in a country 
where no one is elleemed but by his merit as a foldier. 
That, he knew his brother polTefTed in an eminent de- 
gree. He therefore determined to labour for his advance- 
ment, religning to him the glory of command, and con- 
tenting himfelf with indulging an ardent thirll after 
riches. Fame and dominion were the darlings of his 
brother’s more exalted foul. Thus, necelTary to each 
other, they united thofe qualities which might have 
commanded fuCcefs in a much greater enterprize. 
Hadjec well knew, that v.’here the objedl of our purfuit 
is itfelf criminal, crimes are the Heps by which we 
mull afeendj no retreat, no liUcning to the voice of 
nature j the paffions themfelves mull be fubfervient, 
and confcience hulhed. Thus refolved, he is faid to have 
made a facrifice of his own daughter to the lull of his 
mailer. Admitted a favourite, he lifted his brother from 
one Hep to another, till, in the year 1729, he obtained 
for him the Naboblhip of Patna, wEere Allyvhcrue 
Caun foon made himfelf very powerful } for, partly by 
policy in fetting the Rajahs of that warlike province at 
variance with each other, and partly by the fuccefs 
of his arms, he brought them to an entire fub.million, 
making them pay their tributes, and yet attaching them 
to his fervice; In the mean time Hadjee, as prime 
miniller, had acquired great riches, both for himfelf 
and his mailer but not' chufing to depend entirely oh 

the 
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tile fiwns 5 r fmiles of another^ and perhaps fufpefting 
jealoufy might be ftruggling with aiFedion in his mafter's 
bofom^ he eyed Patna as a fecure retreat ; and by bribes 
among the great men at Dehli, he privately, in 1736, ob- 
tained a Phirmaund, or royal grant, for his brother to 
liold the government of Bahar^ independent of Bengal* 
This could not be fo fecretly tranfacied, but enough 
tranfpired to excite the jealoiify of the Soubah, who was 
probably meditating revenge, when, in 1739, 
prized him. His only fon Sulfraz Caun fucceeded him 
in his government, as well as in his defigns againffc 
the brothers y but when the means were confidered, he 
faw the artful fabric they had raifed had too firm a bafiS 
for him to fliake; Hadjee was in his hands; but hd 
Could not look on his brother's power without tremb- 
ling : Awed by that, he determined to wait a more pro- 
per feafon, and Allyvherde, checked by his brother's be- 
ing in the Soubah’s power, durfl: not attempt any thing 
againft him ; fo both determined to diffemble. Ally- 
vherde filled his letters with proteftations of loyalty and 
fubmifiion^ as the Soubah did his with alParances of 
the confidence he had in him. As the courtiers and fol- 
dicrs were moftly enemies to the brothers, it is poffible 
the Soubah might in time have executed his purpofe ; 
but, indulging himfelf in excefEve debauchery, even to 
that degree as to diforder his faculties^ he foon rendered 
himfelf odious to his people, and loft the afteftions of 
thofe who might have fupported him. But nothing 
hurt him fo much as a difgrace he put on Jagutfeat^' 
the greateft banker, and perhaps the richeft fubjefl: in 
the world* Hearing that his fon Seat Martabruy was 
married to a young lady of exqiiifite beauty, he infifted 
on a fight of her ; all the father's remonftrances were irt 
Vain ; he perfiftedj and even fent people to force her 
from his houfe ; faw hcr^ and fent her back, poffibly un- 
C injured ^ 
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injured 5 but the very feeing her, in a country wheM 
women are kept concealed, was an injury never to be 
forgiven. The crafty Hadjee rejoiced in an event that 
feemed likely to add fo powerful a family to their party : 
He immediately tendered his own and his brother s fer« 
vices to revenge the diftionour, which were readily 
embraced, and they brought over Iikewife one Al- 
lumchand, who had been a faithful fervant to the father, 
and would have been fo to the fon, but had incurred his 
difpleafure by reprefenting too freely the ill confequen- 
ces of his excefles. They had a conference, the iffue of 
which was, that Allyvherde fhould march from Patna ; 
that they would endeavour to win as many of the ge- 
neral officers to their party as they could j and, if they 
were fuccefsful^ that Allyvherde Caun fhould have 
the Soubahffiip. But the former obftacle remained, 
Hadjee "was ftill in the Soubah’s power# Seat and AI- 
lumchand undertook to get him removed to Patna, and 
that even by the Soubah^’s defire# Accordingly they re- 
prefented to the Soubah, That Hadjee was tampering 
« with the general officers, that it was dangerous to 
keep him at court, and more fo to attempt his life 5 
but, that, as he was no foldier, and could not add to 
his brother's ftrength, it was therefore moft expe- 
dient to fend him to Patna.’’ The betrayed Suffrazi 
Caun fell into the fnare, and Hadjee received his dif- 
miffion with great joy. He foon joined his brother^r 
and, by his artful eloquence, fo gloffed over the crime 
with the flattering expectations of future greatnefs, that 
Allyvherde, who elfe had probably been content v/ith 
the authority he poffeffed, w’as dazzled by the fplen- 
dor, and faw not that he undertook the death of his 
benefactor’s fon, Hadjee gave him no time to relent. 
The refolution was no fooner formed than executed, 
and in December 1741J Allyvherde began bia march 5 

fo-ft 


t E t T i: R ■ II 55 

Hrft Writing to the Sonbah, *^That he was oppreffed 
with grief to find he had fo many enemies at courts 
who, by their mifreprefentations, had perfuaded 
him to difgrace his brother, that he was coming 
to jRing himfelf at his feet, and prove himfelf his 
loyal fervanti’^ The Soubah, rouzed from his de- 
lufive fl umber, would have taken vigorous meafures; 
but the fame traitors affured him, '^^He had nothing 
to apprehend from Allyvherd^ Caun, who had 
only a few troops with him ; that if he would give 
them leave to aflure Allyvherde in his name, that 
he would reftorc his brother to favour, and that he 
was convinced of his fidelity, that Allyvherde 
would march no farther/' The Soubah was again 
deceived, and Allyvherdcj^ by this delay of a few days, 
had time to gain the paffes which divide Bengal front 
Bahar, where a few men might have checked his 
progrefsi The Soubah upbraided his counfellors with 
their treachery, who pleadedj that themfelves w'era 
deceived ; and he was now to put his life and govern- 
ment to the hazard of a battle. Their forces were 
nearly equal,- each army confifting of about thirty 
thoufand men : But it was but the laft day of his life 
that he was to experience how few were faithful to him : 
His chief reliance was on his artillery, little fufpedting 
his mafter of the ordnance, who, after a few difchar- 
ges without fliot, went over to the enemy, and was 
followed by many others. Of all his commanders, 
Mu^et Cooley Caim, Gofe Caun, and Bauneer Ally 
Caiin, alone remained faithful to him. The two lat^ 
ter wercv^killed. MulTet Cooley fought his fafety in 
flight, and would have perfuaded the Soubah to do 
the fame, and his elephant-driver undertook to carry 
liim fafe to the city j but he cried, He fcorned 
to give way to the rebels,” and rulhed witli his 
' ■ C a - guards 
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guards into the thickeft of the enemy, where, by hli 
great efforts, he kept the event for fome time du^ 
tious, till overpowered by numbers, he yielded to th^ 
fuperior fortune of his rival. Muffet Cooley Caun 
fled for Cuttack, of which he was governor ; while Al-*^ 
ly\^herde, pined by SufFraz Caun's army,- entered Mux*^ 
adavad March 30, 17425 and foon ihewed he wanted 
only a juft title to make him worthy of this high 
ftation. Contrary to the general praftice, he flied 
no blood after the adlion, contenting himfelf with put^ 
ting Suffraz Cannes children under gentle confinement. 

His firft adf waSj to fend for Hadjeejj whom he 
had left at Patna, that he might have the affiftanca 
of his fuperior judgment in maintaining what his own 
bravery, diredfed by his brother’s counfels, had ac- 
quired i and having rewarded his party with the pofts 
lately filled by his adverfaries, diftributed part of his 
treafure among them, and received the fubmiilion of 
the Rajahs and all the great mens, he took the fields 
with a fcledl body of Pattans added to his forces, 
under the command of Muftapha Caun, a general of 
diftinguiflied merit : ' then appointing his brother go- 
vernor in his abfence, he began his march againft 
Muffet Cooley Caun, who was in Cuttack with the 
remains of Suffraz Caun’s party : After a fliort and un^ 
fuccefsful refiftance he fled with all his followers to 
Decan, and never more difturbed the Soubah^ 

He had but a fliort time to indulge himfelf in the 
pleafing thoughts of being in quiet poffeflion of the 
three provinces, when he was fuddenly alarmed with 
an invafion of eighty thoufand Mharattas, who, entering: 


letter ii „ 

JIvery body in any degree verfed in the hiflory of In- 
dia muft know, that the kingdom of Decan and coail 
of Malabar were never entirely fubdiied. The Rajah 
of Sittarah, commonly called the Sou Rajah, a cor- 
ruption of the family name of Sehoo, put himfelf at 
the head of a confederacy of the independent Rajahs, 
v/ho polTefs all the country called the promontory of 
India, from Ganjam weft to Guzzerat : And Auren- 
gezebe, finding all his endeavours to conquer them 
in vain, and that they harafled the Decan and other 
provinces bordering on their territory, was at lafl 
glad to make peace with them on their own terms. 
Thefe were, the independent enjoyment of the above 
countries, exclufiye of the port of Surat, and the quar- 
ter part of the revenues of Decan, for which a certain 
fum was ftipulated, which was called the chout : But 
the treaty was never ftriaiy obferved on either fide. 
When the emperors had no other wars on their hands, 
they ref u fed to pay the chout ; and when there were 
any inteliine divifions in the Mogul empire, the Mha- 
rattas never failed to extend their boundaries ; till 
gathering pew ftrength, as the Mogul’s declined, they 
encreafed their demands to the chout of the whole 
empire, to which the weak emperors were ob- 
liged to fubmit. This year the Sou Rajah font to 
demand the chout. The emperor, brought to the Jaft 
Rate of imbecillity by the invafion of Nadir Shah, 
and unable either to refift or comply, propofed to 
them, among other expedients, to fend a force againft 
Allyvherde Caun to receive the revenues of the two 
laft years ; fend his and his brother’s heads* to court ; 
and reinftate the family of Sujah Caun. The Mha- 
rattas gladly embraced a propofa! which feemed to in- 
fure them the conqueft, or at leaft the plunder of three 
jfjc'h provinces. 

c I 
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As their force confifts folely of light horfe, thef 
made fuch rapid marches^ that their arrival was the 
fxrfl: notice the Soubah had of their intentions j and 
he was then unfortunately at the very extremity of 
his territories. By forced marches he reached the 
province of Burdwan ; but finding the enemy muft be 
up with him fliould he attempt to join his brother^ 
he there intrenched himfelf, and was foon furrounded 
by the Mharattas, who, though fuperior in number, did 
not attempt to force him. Bofcar Pundit, the Mha- 
ratta general, now fent a meffenger to acquaint him 
with his demands ; which were, the revenue due to the 
crown, the chout of the two laft years, the treafures. 
of Soujah Caun and SufFraz Caun 5 and that for the fu- 
ture the Sou Rajah fliould have officers of his own 
to collect the chout in every diftrift of the three pro- 
vinces. The ^ intrepid ^ Allyvherde, exafperated to hear 
fuch haughty terms, boldly refolved , to fight his way 
through the enemy, and join his brother. He put 
liimfelf at the head of the Pattans 5 who, animated 
by his example, and the promife of reward, charged 
with fuch fury, that they foon cut their way through 
the enemy, and gained the high road to the capital^ 
They were followed by the whole Mharatta army 
for three days together, till at laft they reached the 
town of Cutwa, where happily the river was ford- 
able I and here his fituation admitted of a little reft : 
But when he formed his forces for paffing the river, 
he found them reduced to no more than three thou- 
fand Pattans; the reft of bis army, confifting moftly 
of Bengal troops, the worft foldiers in the empire, had 
taken the opportunity, while the enemy w^s employed 
againft the Pattans, of marching off towards Cuttack, 
The Soubah now faw, that the dangers paft were 
far Ihort of thofe in profped ^ but, mafte:|: pf bimfelf 

at 
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at all times, he betrayed no fenfe of fear, and he 
gave his orders v/ith a chearfulnefs which was to his 
troops a certain omen of fuccefs. 

There was one pafs only by which the Mharattas 
could come to attack him, before he gained the river; 
This he gave in charge to Muftapha Caun, aiHfied by 
Zaindee Hamet Caun, Hadjee^’s eldeft fon, and Meer 
Jaffier with eighty Pattans, with orders to maintain it till 
the whole army had eroded the river. The Mharattas, 
imagining the Soubah propofed to continue at Cutwa 
till joined by his brother, ftood for fome time afto- 
nilhed at the defperate attempt ; but when they faw 
his army in the river, enraged to fee their prey efcape 
out of their hands,, they attacked the defile with the 
beft of their troops ; but all their efforts were in vain 
againft the brave Pattans, who obeyed their orders 
with the lofs of half their number, and joined the 
Soubah v/ith the reft on the other fide of the river ; 
and, in this memorable affair, Meer Jaffier is faid to 
have killed ten Mharattas with his own hand. Their 
valour was amply rewarded by their generous mafter, 
who, on his arrival at Muxadavad, prefented Mufta- 
pha Caun with ten lacks of roupees and the reft in 
proportion. The Soubah upbraided his brother in 
the fevereft terms for his cowardice, in not coming 
to his affiftance ; who pleaded, that, giving him over 
for loft, he employed his time in fortifying the city, 
which the Soubah found fuificiently ftrong againft an 
grmy which had no cannon. He had now ftruck 

The ruppe is a filver coin, in theilfp^wrs with an in-^ 

feription of his name and titles, the year of his reign, and the place at 
which it was ftruck. It weighs from 7 <s w. loy^^r. to j 11 rr, 
and the proportion of allay to fine filver, is as 1 or' a to aco. One 
hundred thoufand rupees make a lack, whi^h is e<jual- to 12,500/. fteriing, 
cne hundred kcks a crore, one hundred crores an arrib. 
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ipch a terror into his enemies^ and had fo well ella-r., 
bliflied his charafler as a foldier, that the Mharattas^ 
not daring to attempt the city, contented themfelves, 
with ravaging the country all around, till the ap- 
proach of the rains obliged them to retire back into thq 
Burdwan province, and put an end to tfieir operations. 

The Soubah, on his accelEon, had ordered laree 
levies of troops in the province of Bahar, fo that in 
Odtober, the rains being over, he again took the field 
at the head of fifty thoufand men. The Mharattas 
alfo encreafed thi?ir ftrength by the defertion of Meer 
Hubbib from the Soubah’s party, who carried fome 
cannon with him. He had been deputy governor of 
Dacca, but being called to the Soubah’s court, to an- 
fwer to fome crime laid to his charge, he rather chofe to 
truft himfelf with the enemies of his country, than abide 
the refentment of an injured mafter j and his great know- 
ledge of the country made him very ufeful to them. 

I fhall not tire your patience with an account of the 
many fkirmilhes and military operations of the campaign; 
but in general obfer/e, that the Mharattas, agreeably to 
their ufual pradlice, 'would neyer venture a general adHon, 
but endeavoured to bring the Soubah to terms by ha- 
raffing his troops and plundering his country. The Soubah 
fent to offer peace; but the Mharattas, to tlieir former 
terms, added that of the refignation of his government 
to Sufffaz Caun’s eldeft fpn. Provoked at this, the fubtle 
Hadjee tempted his brother to try what treachery could 
pfteef. A conference was propofed apd accepted. A tent 
was pitched between both armies; and Bofehar Pimditt, 
relying on the Subah’s oath on the Koran for his perfonal 
fafety, advanced with thirteen of his general officers: 
The tent was double, and lined with armed men, who, 
on the fignal given, rufhed on the unprepared Mharattas, 
and dt them' to pieces in fight of their own army, who 
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brejithed inflant revenge ; but the Soubah advancing at 
the head of his troops, ftruck terror into a multitude 
without commanders, and the Mharattas, by a fpeedy 
flight, difapppinted him of his hopes of bringing them to 
a general engagement. The only revenge in their power, 
was, ravaging the country, which they did mofl: effec- 
tually, burning the towns, and deftroying the inhabitants, 
vvithout regard to fex or age. The Soubah purlued them 
Ip clofely, that he at laft drove them back over the Ber- 
bohim hills, having killed many in different llcirmifhes, 
and taken a number of prifopers, and among the reft an 
officer of diftindlion, named Sarfarow, of vrhom I fhall 
have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

The flattering profpedi: was but as a hidden calm, while 
the clouds gather together to return wdth greater violence; 
for advice was now, 1744, brought of a freffi army of 
Mharattas entering by the way of Cuttack, under the 
command of Ragojee, and of another by the way of Patna, 
commanded by Balajcrow, general to the Sou Rajah; 
each of fixty thoufand horfe. But though independent of 
each other, they agreed to adb in concert, and make an 
equal divifion of all plunder and advantages that might 
be obtained. The Soubah, who was returnins from 
Berbohim^ apprehenfive of being inclofedj regained Cutwa 
|)y fpeedy marches, and proceeded to his capital, with a 
ijiind full of anxiety at the mortification of being obliged 
to leave his country expofed to mercilefs plunderers. He 
made fuch additional vrorks to the city, as the fhort time 
would permit; and leaving it under the charge of Hadjee, 
he took the field again wiBi an army of obfervation, com- 
pofed of troops, whofe bodies were half exhaufted by fa- 
tigue, and their minds fpiriticfs through defpondency. 
But behold a dawn of hope ! He foon traced the marks of 
dilcord between the two Mharatta generals, and by the 
l|:|ediation of a conference was confented to by 

the 
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the Soubah and Balajerow, at which a peace was cm^ 
eluded on the following terms. The Soubah paid twenty- 
two lacks for the chout of the two laft years j engaged to 
pay it regularly for the future ; and, it is iliid, gave a 
large fum as a prefent to the general himfeif, who, on 
his part, promiled to retire out of the country, and to 
affift in driving out the other Mharatta army alio. Bala- 
jerow did indeed retire himfelf, but left the Soubah to 
fight it out with his confederate ; w^ho being no match 
for the Soubah, divided his forces into fmall bodies, and 
laid wafte whatever had been fpared by his predecefibrs, 
til! the rains, and the Soubah’s purfuit, once more drove 
them out of the country. 

The next year they renewed the fame feene 5 but the 
Soubah attacked them fo clofely, that he cleared the 
country of them early in march 1 745, OriiTa and Cuttack 
onlv remaining in their hands ; and now he promifed 
himfelf fome refpite, at leaft till the month of Oaober. 
He this year appointed Zaindee Hamet Caun, Nabob 
of Patna, who fet out for that province with a confi- 
derable body of troops, to prevent the incurfions of the 
Mharattas, and awe the rebellious Rajahs of the pro- 
vince. About this time the Soubah firfl: conceived a jea- 
loufy of the great reputation of his general Muftapha 
Caun, who by his bravery, and unlimited profufion to 
his Pattans, had made himfelf extremely beloved by them ; 
crimes fufficient to render him obnoxious under a go- 
vernment depending intirely on military power, and where 
there is no medium between fupreme command and ab- 
jedl flavery. The generous open temper of , the man 
confidered, I doubt much whether the Soubak’s fufpi-i 
cions were jufily founded j but his death v/as refolved on, 
was determined to affailnate him the firft time he 
court. Muftapha was too much beloved ta 
■ hm0 itvkept a fecret from him,; Tp warned was. 
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fuSicient to be fafe. His firft thoughts prompted him 
to revenge, which he was powerful enough to execute^^ 
but could not refolve to fpill the blood of a man he 
once loved. Fie rather chofe to quit the country witli 
his Pattans, and was followed by Sumfeer Caun, at the 
head of a confiderable body more. They took their route 
towards Bahar, intending to pafs through that province 
into their own country. 

The brothers, alarmed at fp great a defedlion, and 
fenfible no enemy is fo dangerous as an injured friend, 
but above all, apprehenfive of their joining the Mharat- 
tas, by great rewards and greater promiles, attached the 
reft of the Pattans to them, and the Soubah immediately 
marched in purfuit of them. The Pattans, not fufpecting 
any purfuit, had marched but flowly, and were overtaken 
near Patna. Receiving advice at the fame time, that 
Zaindee Hamet Caun was marching from that city to^ 
ward them, they inftantly determined to face about and 
attack the Soubah, whofe forces v/ere little fuperior to 
their own, The battle began with the moft promifmg 
appearance of fuccefs for the Pattans, till Muftapha Caun, 
borne away by the torrent of his palEon, endeavoured 
with too great impetuofity to penetrate that part where 
the Soubah was, but met with a refiftance equally brave, 
and received his death's wound from an arrow lodged in 
his eye. The Pattans, as if their general was their only 
fource of life and courage, inftantly fled, and with their 
general Sumfeer Caun, reached their own country. 

The brothers never efcaped a greater danger ; and in 
the frenzy pf their joy, forgetting the great fervices they 
had received from the unfortunate Muftapha, they fliame- 
fully expofed his remains, to be carried m an ignomi- 
nious manner through the ftreets of Patna* 

The Mharattas. in this and the following year, 1746,' 
'^gain renewed their, igcnrfionSt AU the Soubah could 
' ' . ‘ ‘ do^ 



do, waSj to cover the country to the eaft of the Ganges ; 
north and weft from Cuttack to Rajahmant lay defolate 
and uncultivated. Indeed they were not fo numerous ; 
the country that had beenfo long expofed to them^ would 
no longer fupport fuch vaft armies. But while his atten- 
tion was taken up by them, a greater, and more unex- 
peeled misfortune befel him. The fugitive Sumfeer Caun 
returned, the beginning of this year, at the head of feven 
or eight thoufand Pattens, on a project concerted between 
him and Meer Hubbib, for the plunder of Patna. Of 
this Hadjee had fome intelligence, and haftened to alHft 
his fon -^vith his counfels* Sumfeer Caun arrived on the 
oppofitc fide of the Ganges, within a few hours march 
of the city, and wrote a letter to the Nabob of Patna, 
feigning contrition for what was paft, and defiring his in- 
tercefiipn with the Soubah to reftore him to favour. 
Hadjee advifed to try the fame ftratagem, which had been 
fo fuccefsful againft Bofehar Pudnitt j but his fon, whe« 
ther from fcruple or fear, hefitated and returned for an« 
fwer, that he was not impowered to promife him pardon, 
but had wrote to the court in, his behalf. The orders 
foon arrived, which were to follow his father^^s inftruc- 
tions, T he Soubah, at the fame time, the better to de^ 
ceive the Pattans, wrote Sumfeer Caun, he gladly ac-^ 
cep ted his fervices, and prefled his march to Muxadavad. 
This propofal Suinfeer Caun made ufe of to crofs the 
river, giving out he intended to march on to Bengal, 
Both parries defired a conference with the fame trea- 
cherous views. It was fettled t:hey Ihould meet on a plain 
before the city, where a tent was pitched, under which 
Hadjee had contrived to fink a mine, which w'as to be 
fired as foon as Zaindee Hamet Caun retired. Sumfeer 
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Zfeihiiee Hamet’s rifirig to take his leave, Sumfeer Cauii 

nnd his followers drew their fabres^ and cut down th# 
Nabob and thofe that attempted to defend hiitii In this 
confufion the mine was neglefted, and the Pattans ad- 
vanced and entered the city wdth the fugitives, where 
they took old Hadjee prifoner^ as he was attempting td 
efcape in difguife. No ftratagem^ no v/ily art could avail. 
After fuftering every indignity which wanton cruelty 
could fuggeft-, he was fcVefely fcourged, and mount- 
ed on an afs, with his legs tied under the belly, and thus 
was led the fame tour he himfelf had appointed for Muf- 
tapha Caun. FrejQi tortures were then inilifted on him^ 
and more were in referve, till one of his guards, pitying 
his great age and fufferings^ conveyed him a dofe of poi-*^ 
foil, v/hich put a period to his miferable life* 

Thus Hadjee Hamet defervedly met the fame doom 
himfelf had fentenced others to, and gave the world an 
inftance more of the incompatibility of wickednefs with 
happlnefsi 

Allyvherde Gaun vvas for forne time inconfokble for 
this misfortune. In his brother he loft the faithful pilot, 
who had fuccefsfully fleered the vefiel, in v/hich their 
common fortunes were embarked^ through all the ftorms 
and dangers of ufurped authority ; and in Zaindee Hamet, 
the prop and ftaff of his declining years j to 'whom he had 
given one of his daughters in marriage, and v/hom he had 
deftined for his fucceflbr in the Soubahfliip, of which his 
great merit rendered him every way worthy. But frcili dan- 
gers foon rouzed him fr6m his lethargy. Agreeable to the 
plan concerted between Sumfeer Caitn and Meer Hubbib, 
the Mharattas now entered the country by the Berbohim 
pafs, while Sumfeer Caun advanced with his Pattans towards 
trie Soubah, who had already taken the held, to revenge 
his brother’s death* plis firft ftep was to endeavour, by 
forced marches, to prevent their' jundtipn* The three 
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armieSj thus marching towards each other, met at Bog^ 
glepore, as at one common centre^ which they all reached 
at the fame time; but with this circumftance, that the 
Soubah found himfelf between their armies, both now 
ready to attack him. In this dilemma, his fuperior 
genius, ever fruitful in refources, fuggefted to him an 
expedient, which extricated him from the greateft danger 
he was ever yet expofed to. ^The Pattans, he knew, 
fought from a principle of revenge for the death of Muf- 
tapha, and from an attachment to their furviving matter ; 
but the Mharattas for plunder only : Leaving therefore his 
camp ttanding, he advanced brilkly towards the Pattans, 
who ttood him the hardeft ftruggle he had ever yet been 
engaged in, but which ended in their total rout; by ths 
death of their commander Sumfeer. This ftratagem had 
its utmott effea. The Mharattas, regardlefs of the views 
of their general, and unreftrained by military laws, in- 
ftead of attacking the Soubah’s rear, fell to plundering 
his camp, maugre all the exhortations of their officersi 
The Soubah, after the Pattans were once broken, 
inftead of purfuing them, found the Mharattas plunder- 
ing his camp in the utmott confulion* Thus, incapable 
of making any ttand, they were totally routed with very 
little lofs to the Soubah, who, thus revenged for the lofs 
of his faithful brother and beloved nephew, returned to 
the capital* 

The Mharattas never Ceafed their incurfions, but kept 
him‘almoft continually in the field; and the little refpite 
he had, was fully taken up in contriving means to raife 
money to fupport the immenfe expences he w.s at in 
maintaining forces againft them, to which he obliged 
every body to contribute ; Nor did the European fettle- 
ments efcape,but, in 1747, were obliged to pay their quota ■ 
he obferving always this policy, not to demand it ot them 
all at the fame time, as he wifely judged their union only 
could make them formidable. At 
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AthUy In 175O5 a firm treaty was fettled with tlic 
Sou Rajabj by which the province" of Cuttack was 
given up to him^ and the -chout was fettled at twelve 
lacks per annum 5 fince which they have never mo- 
leibed thefe provinces. The only alarm he ever met 
with after tbiy was the march of Monfur Ally Caun^ 
Vifir of the empire, into the province of Bahar. I am 
not well acquainted with the motives of his coming ; 
but he proceeded as far as Patna, and it is probable, if 
he had continued his march to Bengal, the Soubahks 
troops, awed with the pomp of royal authority, and in« 
deed inferior in every refpe£i, would not have drawn a 
fword for him. Whatever the Vifir’s intentions w^ere, 
the intrigues carrying on againft him at court, obliged 
him to return, Allyvherde Caun made him a magnifi- 
cent prefent, and the Vifir, in return, confirmed him in 
his Soufaahfhip, on condition of his remitting yearly to 
court fifty-two lacks oft rupees, in •which he was after- 
wards very punciiial. ^ 

We have feen this brave ufurper ftruggling through 
difficulties, which nothing but the utmoft conftancy 
and intrepidity could furmount. Let us nov/ follow 
him through the more pleafing feenes of domeftic life, 
and public tranquillity. His great age, being now m 
his feventy-third year, the low ftate of bis treafury, 
and the diilreiTed condition of the provinces, which 
had been expofed to the Mharattas, and lay imculti- 
yated, and the manufactures loft j all required the 
reft of peace, which, henceforward, it was his whok 
attention to preferve. I mentioned before, he had no 
fbns of his own 5 he therefore treated as fiich the iffuo 
of Hadjce, wiio were Nowagis Mahmud Caun, mar- 
ried to his ekk’ft daughter, Sid Hamet, and three fons 
of Zaindee Hamet. The eldeft of Zaindee Hamefs 
fons, named Mirza Mahmud, a lad of feventeen years 

of 
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of age, he adopted himfelf, and took into his family thg 
yonngeft, named Merzee Mundee j but the fecond,' 
called Fazeel Cooley Caun, was adopted by Nowagis 
Mahmud Caun. Nowagis, the eldeft ofHadjee’s chtl- 
dren, he made Nabob of Dacca, with the whole re- 
venue of that rich province to maintain his courti 
Sid Hamet was made Nabob of Purhunea, with the 
enjoyment of its revenue, and Mirza Mahmud was 
made nominal Nabob of Patna. Bnt the old man 
■well knew, no Muffiilman was to be trufted with the ' 
power annexed to that Naboblhip, and therefore fent 
one Joninam, a Gentoo, as deputy governor, always 
obfervmg to vifit that province once a year himfelf ; 
And having thus trufted the diftant provinces to thofe 
he thought he could confide in, he in 1751, difbanded 
the greateft part of his forces, relying on his repu- 
tation in arinSj to keep his neighbours in awe. 

Until the year 1752, it was imagined he intended 
Nowagis Mahmud Caun for his fucceflbr ; but whether 
he thought his- narrow genius unequal to the talk of 
government, or was more particularly biaffed by his 
great affbaion to Mirza Mahmud, he this year affociatcd 
the latter in the government, declared him his fucceffor, 
and procured him from court the title of Chirao-ee al 
Dowla *. This was the fignal of diffenfion ; and hence-- 
forwmd his court was a continued fcene offends and ani- 
mofities betwixt the contending parties. Moft people 
who obferved the ftria union between the two nephews* 
that the eldcft had amafled great riches, and, thouo-h a 
weak effeminate man himfelf, had for his prime minif- 
ter one Hoffein Cooley Caun, an able politician, and 
much efteemed by the army; and the other nephew 

* Leimp of rtchh, 

pofleffea 
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fjofleltec! of a ricli province, well.fecEred by rivers, and 
mountains, and daily increafing his forces; and coin- 
pared with thefe the unpromifmg .^qualities of Serajah 
Dowla, ivho was ' continually immerfed in debauchery,' 
drinking to the utmoft excefs, chuflng. his companions 
from, the dregs of the people^, and giving, every in- 
dication of ■ a vicious and corrupt mind ; , moft people, 
I fay, little imagined the fucceffion w’-ould ever fall 
to ' him,. , . But, in 1754, the • balance Teemed to Incline 
to him ; for the Soubab determined in his favour, 
and, apprehenfive Nowagis might prove too power-', 
ful for him, thought it expedient ' to deprive him of 
his chief fupport in Hoffein Gooley Caun ; but as 
his nephew was deputy-governor of Dacca, they began 
with' him, left Hoffein Cooley Caun fiiould fufpedl 
their intentions, retire to Dacca, and fet up for him- 
felf. The condudf of this affair was left to Surajah 
Dowla, who chofe for his inllruraent one Aga Saddoe, 
whofe father was governor of Chittigong, but rcfidei 
at Dacca. The fon, an extravagant debauched youth, 
was then under confinement at Nowagis Mahumud 
Caun’s palace, being left there as hoftage, till he paid 
a large fum due for the revenues of his government, 
Surajah Dowla affifted him in his efcape. Fie landed 
at Dacca the firft of December 1755, and engaged 
his father in the enterprize, deluded probably by the 
promife of Surajah Dowla, to make him governor of 
Dacca, The father and fon, with twelve of their 
dependants, furprized the governor in the dead of 
night 5 and, after fome little refiftanCe, in which the 
father was wounded, they cut ^off his head, and pro- 
claimed it to be done by the order of Surajah Dowla : 
But the next day, an order arriving from Now^agis 
Mahumud Caun to feize Aga Saddoe, the great men 
of the city immediately aflembled their forces, and at- 
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tacked him. The fon, with fotne of his defperate 
followers, cut their way through their opponents,^ 
and made their efcape; but the father, and the reft 
of their party, were killed. This news reaching the 
capital, the different parties were immediately in arms } 
but the old Soubah affuring his nephew, that Aga 
Saddoe had made this attempt entirely in revenge for 
his confinement, the weak, timid NoWagis was ap- 
neafed, and the confequence was, that Surajah Dowla, 
a few days after, murdered Hoffein Cooley Caun in 
the ftreets of Muxadavad. This pufillanimous con- 
dua of Nowagis, made many quit his party, appre- 
henfive of the fame fate. The old Soubah now gave 
evident figns of his approaching end. Mens wiihes 
and inclinations are apt to deceive their judgments. 
Surajah Dowla daily rendered himfelf more odious j 
and great reliance was had on the union of the two 
brothers. But Providence, for its own wife ends, fa- 
voured this youth with rapid fuccefs. Nowagis and 
Sid Hamet both died a natural death, within a month 
of each other; and Allyvherde followed them April 
JO, 1756, firft giving Surajah Dowla the keys o* 
his treafure, and declaring his defire that he fliould 
fucceed him. I have before mentioned Surajah 
Dowla, as given to hard drinking; but Allyvherde, 
in his laft illnefs, forefecing the ill confequences of 
his excefles, obliged him to fwear on the Koran, never 
more to touch any intoxicating liquor, which he ever 
after ftriaiy obferved. But the exceffes he had al- 
ready committed, had difordered his faculties to that 
degree, that he had ever after a difturbed imagination ; 
foraetiraes frantic with paffion, and cruel to thofe a- 
bout him ; then again carelEng them on equally fri- 
volous grounds ; and all his words and aftions be- 

'trayed a violent and uneven temper. Judges of human 

nature 
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will be apt to prognofticate hia fudden fall 
from fuch fymptoms j yet he came /to the Soubahfliip 
with the moft flattering profpedl:. He had an army- 
formed by iiis predeceffor^ .afall treafury, and no com- 
petitors but the fon of Sid Hametj , in arms ' in Pur- 
hunea, and an ' infant ' named Moradda Dowla, fon to 
his brother, who'' had been ' adopted by Nowagis Ria- 
humud CauB, and ^was- now - 'fupported by his v/idow 
with a party which at firft appeared formidable j but 
the attraa-ion of • a full ' treafuiy foon won that party 
over, and the widow left alone, was received with th« 
child into 'his own palace,- - * ' 
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I hope my preceding letter will have given you a 
clear idea of the government’s affairs previous to the 

capture of Calcutta* ' 

I fhall now endeavour to trace the fource of the 
Soubah’s refentment to our nation, which, I appre- 
hend, is one of thofe ftate-myfteries that die with 
their authors. Where nothing certain can be obtained, 
we mufl: feleft the moft plaufible reafons from fuch 
tranfaflions as come to our knowledge. I have made 
it my ftudy fince our intercourfe with the great men 
at court, to penetrate into the caufe of this event; 
but could never obtain any thing fatisfadlory. Some 
have told me, that the late Soubah, on hearing of 
the death of Nazir Jung, murdered by the intrigues 
of the French *, had frequently obferved, that the 
Europeans were likely to conquer the whole country, 
and advifed his grandfon to keep a watchful eye over 
them. The prefent Soubah, on the other hand, af- 
firms, that he ufed to compare the Europeans to a 
hive of bees, of whofe honey you might reap the 
benefit, but that if you difturbed their hive they would 
fting you to death. Perhaps it is a vain refearch to 
trace the motives of a capricious tyrant. But the rea- 
fons Surajah Dowla affigned, appear in the terms he 
propofed to Mr, Watts; though the moll: probable 
motives were the hopes of an immenfe plunder, found- 
ed on a notion, that all the Rajahs and great men kept 
their riches in Calcutta : And as Calcutta had the 

# See Cambridge’s hillory of the wars oa the coall of CorosnandeL 

reputa- 



reputation of being a place of great ftrength) he hoped, 
by taking it, to ftrike a terror into his own fubjedls 
and into the neighbouring powers, that might facili- 
tate his future enterprizes. But I fliall leave you. 
Sir, to judge for yourfelf, and proceed to relate only 
fach faifis as were obvious to every body. 

He was in full march againft the Nabob of Purhunea, 
when fuddenly. May 1757^ from feme unaccountable 
caprice, he returned to the city, and publicly declared 
his intention to extirpate the Englifli 5 and without 
farther delay he encamped his whole army oppofite 
to the Englifh facl:ory at Caffimbuzar, and fummozied 
Mr. Watts to furrender the place to him ; at the fame 
time fending him a beetle * as a token of friendfhip 
and afliirance of perfonal fafety, Mr, Watts having 
only five and twenty Europeans in garrifon, and being 
fenfible, that if he refilled, he expofed all the Englifh 
effefts in the Soubah’s dominions to be immediate- 
ly feized 5 that at the utmoft he could not hold out 
above a day or two ; and finally, ignorant of the caufe 
of the .Soubah’s difpleafure, obeyed the fummons : But, 
contrary to promife, the Soubah immediately made 
him prifoner, and prefented him the following article^ 
to fign, 

I. That we fiiouH demoiifli alj our new fortifi- 

cations. . 

IL Give no protediion to his fubjedls. 

Ill, Make good all that the government had fufFered 
by the abufe of the duftucks, f 

firll article alluded to feme additional works car-r 


* An aromatic leaf, which they prefent tp their vhitors, in the 
lame manner the Turks do coffee. 

Meaning the privilege given us by our phirmaund, to grant paffes 
frjje of ail government duty for all the company's trade, 



rying on, on the apprehenfion of an approaching French 
war. 

The fecond, was to deprive us of the power of pro- 
teaing our merchants, in which we were privileged by 
the phinnaund or royal grant; and might aifo allude to 
the protedhon given to one of his fubjedis of Nowao-is 
Mahumud Caun’S party, who had lately taken refuo-ein 
Calcutta. 

The third was rather an opening to extort a kro-p 

fum of money from the company; for it is almoft iimo. 
poffible but there muft be fome abufe in a privilege of ' 
that kind. 

Thefe Mr. Watts figned, and was then made to give 
np the faaory to him, the gates of which he ordered to 
be fealed, and then marched on to Calcutta. Thefe 
articles were no more heard of, and he feemed bent on 
our deftruaion: And that none might prefume to divert 
him from his refolution, he exaSed an oath from Tagut- 
feat, who had always aaed as mediator between the go- 
vernment and the Europeans, not to interfere or offer 
any argument to make him alter his mind. After this, 

^ the unfortunate Englifo; and 

the Soubah, furrounded by a thoufand greedy minions 
and hungry officers, all eager for the plunder of fo rich 
place heard nothing but the moff fervile appkufes of 
IS refolution. Thus the avenues to juftice and mercy 
were ffiut up, ^d all our fubmiffiye offers ineffeaual. 

I not dwell on all the circumfknces of the fiege: 
v-nch was foch as might naturally be expeded from a 
garnfon confiftmg almoft entirely of citizens, with a 
ffiw foldiers commanded by officers whp had never feen 

wLef 7 7 ' 7 '"Etchants 

teTmade^ 7 the enemy 

had made fuch progrefs, that a general retreat was He- 


governor 
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governor tliought himfelf the more immediate objedl of 
the Soubah’s fury, and therefore his danger greater than 
the reft,, inftead of waiting , the appointed time, or giv- 
ing proper orders to the garrifon, he went out at the 
River gate, and got on board the firft fhip he could 
come to.' Ail who chanced to be near, and faw the 
governor going olF, concluded the retreat was general, 
and rufhed out with him* They feized the boats that 
were at the water fide, and pufhed as faft as they could 
f r the Chips, where once on board, they flood down 
he river. Thofe who remained in the garrifon made 
a virtue of neceffity, and fiill endeavoured to defend 
tliemfelves ; but from this time all was defpair, bravery 
and confulion ; and the next evening, their ammunition 
being almoft expended, and farther defence or a re- 
treat impraclicable, they hung out a flag of truce, 
which the enemy taking for a furrender, they imme- 
diately fcaled the walls, killing only fuch as made op- 
pofition. On the Soubah’s entering the fort himfelf, 
he ordered the Englifti into confinement. Unhappily 
for them, they were ftandiiig all together near the Black- 
hole prifon, which appearing to the enemy a fecure 
place, they were forced into it, maugre all their efforts 
to avoid it. I fliall not pretend to paint all the hor- 
rors of that dreadful night, which has been already fo 
pathetically deferibed by one of the fufferers ^ ^ but only 
obferve, that moft of the young gentlemen in the com- 
pany's fervice, *and many of the principal inhabitants, 
expired in the moft dreadful torments, twenty-three only 
remaining alive out of one hundred forty-fix. *1 he 
Soubah gave up the town to be plundered, referving to 
himfelf only the eftedls in the fort 5 and thus facrificed 
to his capricious folly or ambition an innocent people, 
whofe trade was the chief fourcc' of hi§ riches. 

D.4 ■ 
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The other European fettlements were threatened witfi 
the fame fate; but whether they were more politic in 
their condua, or that the Soubah was fatisfied with the 
blood he had already fpilt, he contented himfelf with 
exacting two- lacks of .rupees from the French, and 
four from the Dutch, and then marched back to his 
capital, where he was received with the utmoft terror 
and aftonifliment, which he endeavoured to extend as 
much as poffible, by writing to the court of Dehli, 
and to his provincial governors, that he had deftroyed 
an army of ten thoufand Infidels, and taken four hun-» 
dred pieces of brafs cannon, and an immenfe quantity 
of warlike ftores. 

Early in Oaober, he marched againii his relation, the 
young Nabob of Purhunea, who was much fuch a giddy 
abandoned youth as himfelf, fuperior to him in nothing 
but a braver fpirit. When the two armies drew near 
each other, the young Nabob was falfely informed, that 
Surajah Dowla was advanced on an eminence to reconr 
noitre. Animated at the approach of his rival, and hoping 
at once to put an end to the war, he haftened to meet him, 
at the head of a few troops that chanced to be advanced 
beyond the reft of his army j but, inftead of Surajah 
Eowla, it proved to be Meer Jaffier and Dus Mahumud 
Caun, who were very advantageoufly pofted. Still igno- 
rant of his miftake, he rulhed forward with great bravery, 
crying out, It is the Soubah I feek,’^ Mcer Jaffier, de.. 
firous to fai^e his life, went fo far as to call out to him, 
that the Soubah was not there ; but v/hen he ftill preft oii^ 
unv/illing, by giving way, to expofe himfelf to the Sou- 
bah’s refen tment, he was necellitated, in felf^defence, 
to make a vigorous rejfiftance, and in the conflici the 
,Purhunsan received his death from a muiket-balL By 
this vidiory, Surajah Dowla arrived at the greateft heigl^t 
of power a Soubah of Bengal could attain t0| He was 
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in the prime of his youth; confirmed from Dehli; the 
provinces fubdued; no rival left; a vaft army in his 
pay ; and a full treafury, Flulhed with this grandeur^ 
he governed with all the infolence of unbridled powTr, 
dreaded by all, and beloved by none* In the mean 
timej the wretched remains of our unfortunate colony 
lay on board a fev/ defencelefs fhips at Fulta^ the moft 
iinwholfome fpot in the country, about twenty miles 
below Calcutta, and deftitute of all the common necef-. 
faries of life : But by the affiftance of the French and 
Dutch, to whofe humanity they v/ere much indebted oa 
this occafion, and partly by the affiftance of the natives^ 
who both from intereft and attachment privately fup- 
plied them with all kinds of provifions, they fupported 
the horror of their fituation till Auguft, when they re- 
ceived a reinforcement of two hundred and forty men 
from Fort St, George, under the command of major 
Kilpatrick, with money and warlike ftores. But their 
greateft mifery was yet to come; for now the fickly 
feafon came on ; and what with bad air, bad weather, 
confinement on board of fliips, and want of proper re- 
frelhments, fuch a mortality enfued, as fwept off almoft: 
all the military, and many of the inhabitants. They 
continued in this fituation till the arrival of admiral 
Watfon, in the month of December, with the king’s 
fquadron, confifting.of the Kent, Salifbury, andTyger, 
with two frigates and nvo Indiameij, having on board 
fix hundred Europeans and a thoufand feaipoys, 
der the command of lieutenant-colonel Robert Clive; 
foilov/ed by tfie Cumberland, and another Indiamaiiy 
with one' hundred Europeans and four hundred feapoys, 
but which were not yet arrived ; a force that could give 
little hopes of fuccefs, but from the great qualities of 
the gentlemen that commanded it. ■ Admiral Watfon, was 
0X1 officer of great |)ravcrjr, difintercftfdncfs, and public 
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fpirit. Colonel Clive was a gentleman^ who had 
ready eminently diftinguifhed himfelf in the war on the 
coaft of Coromandel j 'wherCj by a long train of glorious 
fucceSes agaiiift the conftant fuperior numbers of the 
French, he had reftored the Englifh affairs at a time 
when they were thought defperate ; he had lately com- 
manded the land forces on the fuccefsful expedition againff: 
Angria ; and w^^as now pitched on as the propereft pcrfoii 
to reftore their affairs in Bengal. 

It may appear matter of wonder, wdiy the Soubah per- 
mitted us to continue fo quietly at Fulta, till wc vrere 
become formidable to him, which I can only account for 
from his mean opinion of us, as he had been frequently 
heard to fay, he did not imagine there -was ten thoufand 
men in all Frenghiftan, meaning Europe, and no 
idea of our attempting to return by force, but fuppofed 
that we (laid at Fulta, only till the feafon would permit 
our going out of the river. And, indeed, it is poflible, 
that now his anger was fubfided, he might fee the folly 
he had committed j and might wifh our return on his 
own terms, which were, to live under his government, 
without laws or fortifications of our own, and to carry 
On our trade like the Armenians and his own fubjedts, 
Whatever the motive was, it was happy for us, and 
gave us time to prepare every thing to aflift the fquadron 
in going up the river ; and accordingly pecember 27, 
1756, the troops were embarked, and the fleet ftbod up, 
and on the twenty-ninth they were re- landed for the at- 
tack of Budje Boodjee, a place of fuch ftrength, that 
had they underftood the art of defence, might have coifc 
us much trouble. After a moft fatiguing march, from 
five in the evening, till feven next morning, we came in 
fight of the place, while at the fame time the fleet was 
got a-brqaft and began to fire. Colonel Clive ordered 
the grenadiers, volunteers and all the feapoys, to go m 

near 



near as they could under cover^ and be ready for an af. 
fault as foon as a breach fhould be madCj whilft the 
reft of the army halted in a hollow on the plain, in 
order to intercept the garrifon, if tliey attempted to re- 
treat, While we were in this fituation, and ignorant 
of any other enemy than thofe in the place, we were 
alarmed at the fight of fome horfe in our rear j and 
before we had time to get out of this unlucky fituation, 
we found ourfelves almoft furrounded by the enemy, 
who had got pofleiSon of the eminences, and began to 
fire on us. Such a fudden furprife might have endan- 
gered our little army, had not the colonel adlcd with 
great prefence of mind. He immediately detached pla- 
toons wherever the enemy appeared moft formidable j 
but they, prefumptous from their triumph over us at 
Calcutta, flood with great boldnefs, and killed and 
wounded eight men of the firft platoon that advanced ; 
but now we brought a field-piece to bear upon them, 
which kept them at a greater diftance ; and the detach- 
ment that had been made for the afiault of the fort, 
being returned on hearing the firing, and having joined 
ris, we marched into tfie open plain, and difeovered out 
enemy to beMonichchund, the Soubah’s governor of Cal- 
cutta, who was come to throw himfelf into the place, at 
the head of three thoufand horfe and foot, but being 
ftunned with the firing of the king’s fiiips, he thought 
his afliftance would be fruitlefs, and was returning, when, 
he came unexpediedly upon us, and attacked us with 
much greater bravery than we ever experienced in any 
engagement we have had with them. In this Ikirmifii 
we had twenty-one Europeans killed and wounded, and 
feveral feapoys. Mopichchund received ^ ihot through 
his turband, loft his fecond in command, and about fifty 
pf his rnen ; and was fo intimidated, by the reception he 
ppt vfith, that w|thp|it inaking ^ny flay at Calcutta, 
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me anauit tiu aay-Dreaicj out lome jeamen advancing 
juft at the clofe of the evening very near, and receiving 
BO fire, they gave a huzza, when fuddenly the whole 
army, without waiting for orders or officers, ruihed for- 
ward over the bridge which the enemy had neglected 
to break down, and entered at the breach made by the 
Slips j and in this confufion Captain Dougal Campbell,, 
preffing forward to reftrain the men, was by miftake kil- 
led by our own people, to the great concern of the whole 
army, as he was a brave and capable officer, and a 
worthy generous man* 

. January 2, 1757, the troops reimbarked, and Jan* 3, 
at day-break, were again landed in fight of Calcutta, 
which the enemy abandoned almoft as foon as our fhips 
came a-breaft of it, firing only the guns that were ready 
loaded, which did fome execution on the Tyger, and 
then Mr. Watfon landed the King^s troops, and took 
pofleffion of the fort. The inhabitants, in the joy 
of returning, to their fettlements, feemed to forget they 
were returned to empty houfes, and univerfal bank-. 
Tuptcy. 

The condudl of political affairs was now vefted in a 
feledl: Committee and the, Colonel; the Admiral being 
pleafed to declare, they were the beft judges of the Com- 
pany’s iiitereft, and that he was ready to execute what- 
ever they thought moft conducive to it* The Committee 
left the correfpondence with the Soubah to the Colonel, 
whom we are henceforward to confider as chief , negocia- 
tor of Jill afiairs with the governmentj 



It wti! be proper now to take a view of the prefent 
ilate of our aff airs. I'he laft advices from Europe were 
fuch .as indicated the greateft probability of an approach- 
ing war with France. The French had a confiderable 
iettlwHientj called Ohandernagore^ about thirty miles 
abot'e us, with a garrifon of more than five hundred Eu- 
ropeans. We well knew, fhould they join the Soubah, 
it would give him an almoft invincible fuperiority over 
us. From the fear of the government, and the mutual 
intereff: of both parties, there had hitherto tacitly fub- 
fifted a kind of neutrality within the Ganges, though 
without any treaty to make it obligatory. It was the 
undoubted intereft of the French, to force us to confirm 
this neutrality, or join the Soubah. Senfible of this, 
they fent a deputation, which arrived a few days after 
the recovery of Calcutta, with inftrudions to court us to 
this neutrality, or threaten their junaion with the Sou- 
bah. It was our intereft to amufe the deputies, till we 
could judge what turn our aftairs were likely' to take with 
the Soubah. For this purpole, fome time was paffed in 
previous ceremonies j and, on our parts, great willingnefs 
fliown to accede to the neutrality, conditionally that they 
ihouid unite with us againft the Soubah } biit fome doubts 
being ftarted, whether, being fubordinate to Pondicherry, 
they had power to bind their fuperiors, they returned to 
confult their principals. In the mean time, an expedi- 
tion was lent againft Houghly, under the condua of 
Major Kilpatrick, with the King’s troops, volunteers. 


lime would permit; for now the Soubah wras approach- 
ing, with different fentiments than he before entertained 
of us* 

T^he account given of us bjr the ffoughly fugitives 
and Monichchund, had made fuch an impreffion on 
him, that he would gladly have confented to our re- 
turn on our former footing; but it hurt his pride, 
to think of having fatisfaftion forced from him by 
merchants; However, he continued his march, deter- 
mined to fight, or negotiate, as opportunity gave him 
advantage. The probability of a war with France, 
which would require our whole force on the coaft of 
Coromandel, the uncertainty of an aftion, efpecially 
if the French Ihould join him, but, above all, a great 
part of our force not being yet arrived, inclined us 
to wife for honourable peace. At all events, every 
day gained was an advantage; we were dellitute of 
draught and carriage oxen, and many other things ab- 
folutely neceffary, before we could take the field. A 
camp was formed on a plain about two miles to the 
northward of Calcutta, which was made as flrong as 
the fituation and time would permit ; and the Soubah 
advancing, the troops lent to Houghly rejoined us ; 
and our whole force now amounted to four hundred 
battalion, one hundred and twenty train, and one thou- 
fand four hundred Seapoys ; for the Cumberland was 
not yet arrived. 

Colonel Clive, on his firft arrival, had wrote the 
Soubah, *‘ That. Admiral Watlbn, commander of the 
“ King’s invincible feips, and himfelf, a foldier, whofe 
“ conquefts in Decan might have reached his cars, 

■« were come to revenge the injuries he had done the 
=** Englife company ; that it would better become him 
to feew his love of juftice, by making them ample 
ktkmioa for all their Ioffes, than expofe his coun- 
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** try to be the feat of war.” Sach a haughty ftlis 
ijfloniflied him j he would not deign to anfiver it, but 
permitted Jagutfeat, and others of the great men, 
who had letters addrefied to them to the fame pur- 
pofe, to anfwer them, and directed tiiem to found our 
difpofidons and expefiations j and Jagutfeat’s agent in 
camp wrote, by his orders, to defire the Colonel would 
fend a perfon, in whom he could confide, to treat 
with himj whofe coming he fiiould wait at a place 
called Nabob Gunge, twenty miles from our camp j 
but the very fame day his van appeared, palling our 
army, as if on their way to Calcutta. This had fa 
much the appearance of an intended infuk or deceit, 
that the Colonel marched out, at the head of four 
hundred Europeans, and one thoufand Seapoys, with two 
field pieces j and toward the clofe of the evening, a 
cannonading enfued, but the enemy was fo advantage- 
oufly poked, that the effedt was trifiing on either 
fide, and night approaching, the. Colonel returned to 
camp. The Soubah, pretending to be ignorant of 
what had pafled, fent a meffenger to conduif to him 
whoever the colonel fliould think fit to fend, who 
fent Meflieurs Wallh and Scrafton to him : In the 
mean time, under cover of this negociation, the Sou- 
bah himfelf, with his whole army, palled in fight of 
us, and encamped between our army and the townj 
which he ridiculoufly thought a maker-piece of po- 
licy, on a falfe notion, that Calcutta, thus deprived 
of relief, muk fall into his hands, and our army 
would be then at his mercy. The two gentlemen 
W«3T much furprized to find, that the Soubah, in- 
ftead of waiting at the place appointed, was already 
with his army in the fuburbs of Calcutta. Febr. 4, 
1757, at feven* in the evening, the Soubah. gave them 
audience in Omichund’s garden, where he alFedled to 

appear 
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appear in great Rate, attended by the beft loolcirig' 
men amongft his officers, hoping to intimidate theni 
by fo warlike ah aflembly. After the firft compli- 
ments, they -were delired to retire, and acquaint his 
minifters with their propofals. Prior to any accom* 
modation, they infifted on the Soubah’s returning to 
the place from which he firft offered to treat; but 
finding the mlnifter fhuffled with them, they defired 
a private conference with the Soubah : But his Ex- 
cellency *, judging from his own treacherous difpo- 
fition, was lb firmly perfuaded that they had private 
arms about them and wanted to affaffinate him, that 
he could by no means be brought to truft himfelf 
alone with them; fo that, finding the Soubah only 
intended to amufe them, they pretended to be fatis- 
fied, and defired to depart. The Soubah difmiffed 
them, telling them he expedled their return in the 
morning, with full powers to finilh every thing ; and 
defired, before they quitted the camp, they would go 
to the tent of Jagutfeat’s agent, who had fomething 
to communicate to them that would be very agreeable 
to the Colonel. 

The Soubah had given orders to detain them there, 
and propofed to affault the fort the next day; but 
fufpecting his defign, they put out their lights, pulh- 
ed forward, and foon gained the camp. On report- 
ing their embaffy to the Colonel, he determined to 
attack the enemy at day-break ; a refolutioa that may 
appear rafh to many, for the Soubah’s army con- 
fifted of at leaft J eighteen thoufand horfe, and fixty 

* The term jieareli the title ufually given the Soubah. 

^ As the numbers differ widely from an account lately publillied, 

I think it necefhiry to fay, I have my authority from the prefc.nt' Soubah, 
who told me Surajah Dowla had in his pay twenty thoufand liorfe, and 
eighty thoufand footj and as the Soubah was not then enc.a'i.ed in any 
other war, it is reafonable to fuppofe the greatcIJ: pait of them were pr®. 
lent and their appearance confirmed this conjeaurc. 
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thoufand foot with forty pieces of heavy cannon : but 
the Colonel coafidered only the necelEty of the at- 
tempt and not the danger, for all our black camp- 
followers had difappeared at the approach of the Soubah's 
army, and we muft very foon have been diftrcfled for 
provifioas. To our force, which I have already men- 
tioned, was added fix hundred failors from the fqua- 
dron ; and the plan of operations was, to nail up the 
cannon, and pufii at the head quarters. Febr. 5, 
we marched at about three in the morning, and our 
project fo far fucceeded, that we came upon them 
unexpedledly ; but, when the day appeared, there came 
on fo thick a fog, that it was impofiible to difeover 
any obje( 9 : at ten yards diftance ; and this was the 
Soubah^s prefervation ; for the fog clearing up for a 
few niinutes, between feven and eight, we found our- 
felves at a great diftance from the head quarters, and 
expofed to the enemy’s artilier}^, which did great ex- 
ecution amongft us. The country too was full of 
holes and ditches, which the enemy had lined with 
mufquetry, which did us fome mifehief ; but from this 
immenfc army we had no regular attack, except from 
a large body of Perfian horfe, who received a general 
volley from the whole battalion, which obliged them 
to face about with the lofs of near half their number. 
Thus finding himfelf difappointed in hia principal 
objedf, the Colonel ordered 'the .march towards Cal- 
cutta. 

The^ enemy now preffed on our rear, and took two 
of our field pieces, one of which bad the carriage 
broke by the, badne fs of the roads, and we had fome 
men picked olF from behind cover. ' At eleven o’clock 
we reached the fort, and found our whole lofs of killed 
and woiincled was about a hundred' and twenty foldijers and 
fiiilors, and a hundred fcapoys, a cojifiderable diminution 
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s and elephants ; 
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of our Imall force ! xjut tne em 
more, haying loft fix or feven h 
and wounded, with two general 
vaft number, of oxen, camels, horft 
That there might be no doubt of 
army marched out again in the* evcnir.g, 
mer camp, the route being within a mile of the Sou- 
bah’s head quarters, though covered v/ith a wood ; but 
the morning’s alarm had ftruck fuch terror into them, 
that, far from attacking us, they ivere ready for con- 
fufed flight, with w’hich we could not at that time 
be acquainted. The greateft advantage we reaped from 
this aaion, was in the effed it had upon the Sou- 

hah, w’ho v/as not only intimidated by the boldnefs 
of the attempt, but ftruck with his own imprudence, 
in having expofed bimfelf to be attacked at fuch a 
difadvantage.' I'o add to his uneafinefs, he thought he 
difeovered fome appearance of difaffedion in fome of 
his principal officers, particularly in Mecr Jaffier, whofe 
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FinT: was a paper fignifying, that from this time 
hoftilities Ihould ceafe betv/een his Excellency the Sou- 
bah of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa, and the Engiilli 
company ; and that there ihould be perpetual frier.dihip 
between them j . which was figned by the Admiral, 
Colonel, Governor, and council, on behalf of the com- 
pany, and one in the fame termsj delivered by the Soubab. 

At tiuss figned and fealed hy his Excellency Burajah Eoiala, 

■ Bocbah of Bengal, Bahar, and Grifa^ 
dated February 9>' 1757. 

I. Whatever /rights and privileges the king has 
granted the EngHlh ' company in their Phirmaundsj^ 
and HuftulhookumSjf fhall be acknowledged, and ftand 
good 5 whatever villages have been given to the com- 
pany by the Phirmaunds, notwithftanding they have 
been with-held by former Soubahs/'fliall be given up 
to them 5 nor fliali the Zemindars oppofe their taking 
poffejfHon of thofe villages. J freed 

IL All goods paffing and repailing through the 
country, by land or by w^ater, with Englifli duftucks, 
fhall be exempted from any tax, fee, or impofition, 
of . the Gantwattas^ Clioqueedars, Zemindars, :j: or 
others. Agf'eed ■ 

IlL All the contpany^s faSorks feized by the Sou- 
bah, fhall be returned 5 all the money, goods, and 
efiecls belonging to the company, their fervants and 
tenants, which have been feized and taken by the 
boubah, £hall be reftcred j and what has been plun- 
dered by his people, made good by the payment of fuch 
a film of money, as his juftlce fliall think reafonable, 

I will rrjlere only whai has been ammUd for in ike 
vernmeni books* 

^ Patents or papers finned % tli^e 
•f Patent': or papers rigne4 by the Vi:ri;r, 

Oilk'cr.-, to the Cutloms*- 
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IV The Company fliall be allov-ed to fon'ity 

Calcutta, in fuch manner as they fliall think proimr, 
without hindrance or obftruction. ^ 

V And to coin fsccas,* both of gold and filver, 
equal finenefs with thofe of Muxadavad, which Iliad 

pafs current through the provinces. 

Then follov/ed the Soubah’s feal ; and having iv^oin 
to fulfil the fame, Meer Jaflicr, and Roydullub, two 
„of his general officers, underfigned it as fecunties. ^ 
The Soubah then Tent the ufual prefent 
Governor, Admiral, and Colonel, confifting each m 
an elephant drefs, and head jewel, which were re- 
ceived by the Governor and Colonel, as reprefenta-^ 
tives of the company. Mr. Watfon, as reprefentative 
of the King, refufed to accept the prefent ; but re- 
ceived the Soubah’s officers who brought it m a 
very polite manner on board the Kent, and difplayed 
to them his lower tyre of thirty-two pounders, of 
which they made a dreadful report to their mafter, 
who not conceiving any gfeat liking to his new frienos, 
marched with all hafte to the capital, happily for his 
fubjeas, fomewhat humbled by his late deieat. Mi. 
Watts being well verfed in the country language, an 
in their politics and cuftoms, accompanied t»ie Soubah 
to attend the fulfilling of the trcatj • 

I left the Erench deputies on their return to Chan- 
dernagore, to confult their principals on tlie extent 
of their powers. The attack of Houghly, ana tne 
• hefty march of the Soubah, had impeded the negotia- 
tion, which they now refumed, having firft been tam. 
pering with the Soubah about a junaion with him, 
which would certainly have taken place, had we not 
puftied our affairs 'with fuch vigour, in this m- 
/' . * Curresfe, coin*. ferval 
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'terval arrived the certain -news ' of a declaration of war 
againft France ^ notwithftanding which ' it was long 
debated, whether it were not moft for the company’s 
intereft to accept the neutrality ? and' to far carried 
in the affirmative, that the majority were for it; the 
articles drawn up ; and nothing wantinit, but Mr. 
W atfon’s approbation, which feerned fo ' little doubted 
of, that part of the troops were already ordered to 
embark for Madrafs, and the" Trench' deputies were 
fully perfuaded it was agreed to, and waited only the 
formality of execution: but w^hile things were in this 
fete. Admiral Pocock arrived in the Cumberland, 
with the reft of the troops, and an unexpected rein- 
forcement of three hundred men from Bombay, Admiral 
Watfon, apprehenfive he might be reBedted on, fliould 
he neglect fuch an opportunity of diftrefting the com- 
mon enemy, hefitated figning ; and a profpect of fur- 
ther troubles in the country determined him to delay 
it for the prefent. The Afghuans, mountaineers who 
potTcfs Candahar and the mountains that divide Perfia 
from Hindoftan, encouraged by the fuccefs of Nadir 
Shah, entered the country with fo powerful an army, 
commanded by an old officer of the Shah^s, named 
Abdalla Caun, that the court of Dehli, unable to 
refill, fubmitted to the conqueror ; and news now 
came, that he intended to vifit the eaftern provinces. 
This news alarmed the Soubah, who acquainted the 
colonel with it, and dropped feme hints of wanting 
his affiftance. The Colonel on the firft advices, croiTed 
the Ganges, which was equally convenient, either to 
march to Chandernagore, or to the Soubah. This 
new accident, together with the advices received from 
Mr. Watts, decided the fate of the French fettlement, 
by determining the refult of the neutrality. Mr. Watts 
found, that the French had, by the prev^ailing' power 
E 3 of 


*70 


LETTER III 


of corruption, v*’on ever to their intereft feveral cour- 
tiers, who were mofe in the Soubah's confidence ; and 
had certain infennation, that the Soubah had wrote for 
Monf. Buffey, .who commanded a large army in the De- 
can ; that we might be affured he would never fulfill the 
treaty, but would infallibly join the French, and fall on 
us, v/henever our fquadron and forces left the river ; that 
the only way to prevent it, was, to attack the French, 
while he was influenced by his fears of the Afghuans. Mr. 
Wattses judgment will hereafter appear to be well 
founded, as the Scubah had already fent a large body 
of troops to affifl: the French 3 had returned the two 
lacks of rupees taken from them the year before; 
and had entered into fome private negotiation with the 
French governor, \vhereiii he promifed him the govern- 
ment of Houghly, a mint, and ether advantages, rlis 
efpoufing their caufe fo warmly, made us ftill cau- 
tious of provoking him too far; but Mr. Watts made 
fo artful a ufe of his fears of the Afghuans, obferv- 
ing to him that we could never think of leaving our 
fcttlement to be attacked by the French in cafe he re- 
quired our - aSfiance againfr them, that, partly by fuch 
arguments, and, taught by the French the power of 
irxoney at the Scubab’s court, partly by a handfome 
prefent of money to his firfl fecretary, he produced 
the following letter from him to Mr. W atfon. 

Your agreeable letter, acknowledging the receipt 
of mine, which you tell me has difpelled your 
anxiety ; that you had hitherto foibore attacking the 
French, out of regard to me j that you had pre-' 
pared reafonable articles ; had fent for them, and 
told them to fign them; that they gave for an- 
if any future commander fhould difapprove 
them, they had not power to overrule him ; that 
therefore peace had not taken place, with other 

« di|k 


r 


■ ■ L:E'T;T.E R in 7f 

iliTagr^^eable circumilances ; I have received^ znd I 
have well coiifijered it. If it be true, that one 
Frenchman dees not approve^ and abide by a treaty 
« entered into by another, no confidence is to b? 
placed in them. The, reafon oi my forbidding; war 
in . my country is, I look on the French as 
my own fiibjccts, becaufe they have, in this aSdr, 
implored my proteciion; for which reafon I wrote 
to you to make peace with them, or elfe T had 
neither pleaded for them, nor protected them ; But 
you are a generous and v/Ife man, and well know 
if an enemy comes to you with a clear heart, to 
implore your mercy, his life fliould be granted Ii.'m j 
that k, if you think him pure of heart but if you 
miflruflhisfnicerity,. ACT according to tk.s 
TIME A NB' OC C A'S IO--N.f ^ ■ 

T'his letter may be very well underftood, as a con- 
fent to our attacking the French, though it certainly 
was never meant as fuch ; for he had not only Ids 
colours flying, and a body of nien at Chandcniagore,. 
but had ten thou land men marching towards us, under 
the command of Roydullub, wlio were advanced as far 
as Placis, near thirty miles from the capital ; another 
of four or five thoufand ftill nearer, under the com- 
inund of Mcidchchund : But another well applied bribe 
to Ninicomar, the Governor of Houghly, removed all 
obfiacles ; for it perfuaded him to withdnrw the troops 
under his command from Chandcrnag^orc, and to write 
the Soubah, That as the French were by no means 
able to refill' the Engliili, he had therefore cu'dcrec! 
his troops to Houg^lfiy^ leil his victorious colours 
fiiould be involved in their difgracc.^’ This the 
goubah approved of 5 and wrote to Roydullub and 
Monichchund to proceed no farther. Thus, fioating; 
between his fears and willies, he fliamcfajly abaiidoiied 
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thofe whom he was bound, both for his honour and 
interefl, to fuppoit; and now no farther obftacle re- 
maining, Colonel Clive, wdio was advanced alrnoft to 
the limits of Chandernagore, as if on his way to join 
the Soubah, immediately began the fiegc. 

The fort was a regular fquare, mounting twelve twenty- 
four pounders on each baftion, with feveral cannon 
mounted en barbette j a fine ravelin before the gate to the 
river fide ; the ditch imperfedl ; no glacis ; and but a 
fmall efpkiiade of about two hundred and fifty yards ; 
and had of foldiers, failors, and other Europeans, near 
fix hundred men in garrifon, befides three hundred 
good feapoys. It was invefied on the thirteenth of 
March. The fourteenth the French abandoned their 
outworks; and from that time to the twenty- fecond 
were moftly employed in eredling two batteries, which 
were then ready. On the twenty-third Mr. V/atfon, 
joined by Mr. Pocock, (who on his fhips arrival at Bal- 
lafore, hearing what was going forward, to partake of 
the glory of the action, came up in a light boat, and 
hoifted his flag on board the Tyger) paffed the fliips the 
French had funk, owing to their neglect in finking them 
fo wide as to leave a pafiage between them, and at feven iti 
the morning the ihips came a-breait of the fort, and the 
land-batteries were opened. For two hours it was as 
bloody an engagement as any during the whole war. 
The Kent lay expofed to a terrible fire from the flank 
of the inland baftion, by the tide failing, and preventing 
her coming to her proper ftation. In this attack, Cap- 
tain Speke, the Admiral’s Captain, whofe wife counfels 
and enterprifing fpirit contributed^much to the great fuc- 
cefs of this little fquadron in India, had part of his leg 
carried away by the fame ball that unfortunately killed 
his fon. Mr. Perrault, firft Lieutenant, and feveral 
Other officers, were killed. The Tyger alfu fuffered very 
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confidersibly in men and ofE.cerSj' and ,Mr. Pocock him- 
felf received a flight wound. But the French, having 
leveral guns difmou ii ted ; .their parapet almoft demo- 
liflied by the fire of the.ihips; their whole curtain en- 
fiiaded by the fire of our mufquetry from the tops of the 
lioufes of the town 5 and a breach nearly made; capitu- 
iated, and had favcurable' terms, granted ' them. The 
army fuftercd but very- little, but the fquadron had above 
a hundred and forty killed -and .wounded, - The -goods, 
found in the warehoufe were fold for the benefit of the 


army and' navy, and produced about ten lacks of rupees. 
The fquadron returned- to Galcutta, but the army en- 
camped at the back of Cliandernagore. Surajah Dowla 
was in great agitation cf mind during the-fiege, fome- 
times ' threatening Mr. Watts, and fometimes careffing 
him, conformable to the ncv/s- of - the day ,; but, when 
the fatal -news of the furrender of the place was commu- 
nicated to him by a letter from the Colonel, wherein 
he aferibed his fucceffes to the favour cf heaven and 


his Excellency's aufpices, under which his arms had 
been fo fortunate; he afFedted'to conceal his chagrin in 
outward demonfrratiens of joy, and wrote the Colonel 
the moil pompous congratulations upon the occafion. 
To complete his confiifion, he now received the news 
of the Afghuans return to their own country, having 
"Carried away aimoll as great-.a treafure as Shah Nadir-; 
and alfo of Monfi Buffey’s being obliged to return to quiet 
feme troubles that had broke out in the Decan : So that 


looking on us as his only enemies, and feafible of his 
folly in abandoning the French to us, he determined to 
protedl the fniali remainder of them, which was about 
a hundred men, colledled together at Cafllmbuzar, under 
the command of Monf. Laws, and to diflemble his re- 
feiitment, till the return of our fquadron and forces 
to the coaft gave him an opportunity to fall on us again, 
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and extirpate m for ever. But as the v/hole tenor of iii$ 
condufl: ftrongly indicated^ that he had views of farther 
fervice from this body of French, Air. AVatfon wrote 
him, that if he continued to protect the king’s eiiemies, 
he would light up a iBame in his country, that all the 
waters of, the Ganges fhould not quench.” Thus 
intimidated, he obliged the French to quit the province, 
and to retire to Patna, where he kept them in re*brvG 
againft the long wiflied for moment, whin the return 
of our forces to the coaft fliould leave us expefed to 
ills revenge. From the time he heard that Chaiidcr- 
nr gore was taken, he never enjoyed a iiiornciit’s peace 
of mind. His imaglnaticn was ever haunted by dread- 
ful notions of the king’s iliips, which he was told, 
and was idle enoogh to believe, could be brought up 
tlis (ianp'cs, clofe :to- his capital-; and, to prevent it, 
l.c dammed up the mouth of the CalEinbuzar river. 
'1 o fciicreafe his apprehendons, our army ftill con- 
tinued in camp near Hoiighly. Thefe circumftances^ 
together with the mortification of refunding the plun- 
der of Calcutta, and the repeated demands of the 
I’rencii, would fometimes make his anger burft out 
from under the veil of diillmulation with, which he 
endeavoured to cover it. In one of thofe tranfports, 
he determined to break with us, and ordered Mtcr 
JaiEer, with a large body of troops, to join thofe at 
Placis, promifmg him a reward of ten lacks of rupees 
the day he returned vi(3:orious ; apd fent for Mr. 
Laws to come down immediately from Patna, for that 
he was determined to fall on us, and turned our vac- 
qucel ^ out of the durbar. But thefe fits of valour 
were of iliort duration ; his fears again prevailed ; the 
march of the troops was countermanded ; the vacqueci 
honoured wnth a drefs; Air. Watts careffed; and his 
* The coaspany's repr^fei^utlre as the Nuboij’s durbar or court. 
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rc¥enge fmothered, till it might hHze forth with more 
fecurity. But he had now given ' fuch - ftrong indica- 
tions of his refolution never to forgive us^ that Co- 
lonel Clive, neceffitated by thefe repeated proofs of the 
Soubah’s perfidious intentions, recommended tO' Mr, 
Watts the forming of a 'party to join us, in cafe 
things fhould come to extremes, which many circum- 
ftances concurred to facilitate. ■ , The Soubah, by the- 
feverity and capricioufnefs of his temper, had made 
himfelf many fecret enemies, both 'in; , his court and 
army. The old minifters.of his predeeefibrs were ob- 
liged to give way to new favourites, chofen from the 
dregs of the people ; and there was hardly one of them 
but had, in his ftarts of pafllon, been threatened with 
death 5 while' mutual miftruft prevented-' their taking 
any meafurcs for their prefervatlon. At laft one of 
them, named Coda Yar Gaun Laitte, thinking there 
was more confidence to be placed in us than in his 
ov/ii countrymen, £mt a menage- to Mr. Watts, that 
he had foniething of great importance to communi- 
cate to him, and wiflied to fee him. Mr. Watts was 
too clofely watched by the Scubah’s fpies, to venture 
himfelf, but fent one Omichund to him, who was 
an agent under him. To him he opened his mind 
freely, acquainting him with his own danger ; affured 
him the Soubah was firmly bent on extirpating us j 
and made a tender of his fervices ; Omichund con- 
firmed him in his fears of the Soubah, and gave him 
hopes his propofals would be accepted. A few days 
after, Mr. Watts was agreeably furprifed to receive 
propofal.s of the like nature from hlcer Jafiier, a ge- ' 
iierai of .the firil: rank, and nearly related to the Sou- 
bah, by his' marriage with Allyvhcrde Cannes fifier. 

I have before mentioned, that this gentleman’s myf- 
teiious coiidud|'.'i|i the laft where he kept him- 
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fclf at a cliflance, waiting to fee what ifliie the affair 
was likely to have^ had made the Soubah fufpicious 
of him, as well as of Roydullub, for his clufe con- 
nection with him. The uneven temper of the Sou- 
bah could never long retain its difguife ; for though 
he affected an exaggerated friendfliip for thofe he in-, 
tended to deftroy, yet his real fentiments would now 
and then cfcape him ; and he had been frequently 
heard to fay, he would have the heads of them both. 
This had been told them, and fufRciently 'warned them 
to provide for their fafety ; fo that Meer Jaffier and 
Royduilub both judged the Englifii protection would 
be a port of fafety to them. They lent a man pri- 
vately to Mr. Watts, to let him know how they flood 
afFedtcd, and to affure him, that Surajah Dowla v/a$ 
determined never to forgive the Englifh the difgrace 
of his late defeat, and waited only a proper opportu- 
nity to fall on them again ; and concluded with a hint 
that many of the principal officers of the army, whofe 
lives were in continual jeopardy, from the cruel and 
capricious temper of the Soubah, had determined to 
depofc him ^ that if the Englifh would fupport Meer 
Jaffier in his views on the Soubahfliip, he would 
readily make any conceffions that might be deemed 
neceflkry to indemnify the Englifh for the Ioffes they 
had fuftained, and to render their trade advantageous 
to them. Thefe propofals were received with great 
fatisfadtion i and . Mr. Watts acquainted the Colonel 
and the gentlemen below with it, who immediately 
iinpcwered him to treat, and fettle the plan of ope- 
rations with Meer Jaffier* Mr. Watts had an inter- 
view with Meer Jaffier, who reprefented to him, that 
nothing could be done while the Nabob’s army was 
in the field, as it feparated him from the heads of 
jiis party, and hindered him from concerting proper 
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mcafures with him. It was agreed therefore, to lull 
the Soubah into a firm perfiiafion of our peaceable 
intentions, and to try, by dilTimulation, to remove 
this obftacle! For this purpofe, the Colonel ordered 
the army into quarters, and wrote the Soubah, ‘‘'That 
‘‘ while the armies continued in the field, their enemies 
“ would be endeavouring to interrupt that perfed har- 
*' mony and friendfliip which fubfifted betvoeen them ; 
“ that he had therefore pat his army into quar- 
“ ters ; and, though he had no reafon to doubt his 
“ Excellency’s ftria adherence to, and full compliance 
“ with, all the articles of the treaty, yet, neverthelefs, 

he wi/hed he would difappoint thole hopes their 
“ mutual enemies entertained, by withdrawing his ar- 
“ my from Placis, and that he would haften the pav- 
ement of the money, and other articles of the treaty.” 
The Soubah was glad to be freed from the uneafmefs 
our army gave him by being in the field, thanked the 
Colonel for this proof of his friendfliip, and promifed 
to put his troops into quarters': But thefe words were 
too inconfonant to his fchemes, to be followed by ac- 
tions} for he ftill continued his army encamped, and 
prolonged to the utmoft the execution of the treaty. 
By the happy ufe of an unexpedled event, this ob- 
llacle was removed, and the Soubah became the dupe 
of his own projedls. 

The Mharattas, hearing of the troubles in Bengal, 
and thinking it a proper opportunity to annex fo 
rich a province to their, already too, extenfive empire, 
wrote to the governor of Calcutta, the following 
letter:.,^. 
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Ballajeeroiv SeeJm Bajeroy^ vizir to Ram Rajah^ IroiheT 
to Rajah Sehoo^ from Hydrabad^ to Roger Drake 
governor of Calcutta, 

I have a long time wifhedfor a meeting with you^ 
which the great diftance has prevented ; every thing 
profpers with me j and it is my wift that fuccefs 
attend you, with long life and happinefs : Your 
misfortunes have been related to me by Ragooje, 
fon to Janoogee. Make yourfelf cafy, and be my 
friend. Send me your propofals, fuch as you imagine 
may be for the beft ; and, with the Divine aiiif- 
tance, Sumfeer Caun Bhadre, and Ragoo Baboo, 
fon to Eajorey, fliall enter Bengal with a hundred 
and twenty thoufand horfe ; befides, there are other 
forces fhall be ready at your call, if you have need 
of them, having wrote to Meu Caun to proceed to 
you, whenever you fliall write to him to that 
ejfFeS, Whatever goods and riches you have loft 
in Bengal, the double of its value fliall be reftored 
by me. Do riot, on any account, make peace 
with the Nabob. In a few days my forces fliall 
enter Bengal, and the trade of that province fliall 
be entirely yours, Govinroy will relate to you 
farther particulars : To him communicate what force 
you have need of, and due regard fliall be paid to 
your diredrions. The French fhall not remain in 
Bengal : Yout forces fhall keep them out by fea, 
mine by landri"* The perfori mentioned in the letter 
had a private conference with Colonel Clive, v/herein 
he confirmed the contents. The ColoneFs firft reilec« 
tion was, that this might poffibly be an invention of 
the Soubah to found his intentions ; when fuddenly, 
with that quicknefs of thought by which he is fo' 
diftinguiflied on all emergencies, he determined to turn 
the ftratageiri on the head of the inventor,, fay fending 
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tlie letter to the Soubah himfelf; whlcfi. If his fufpicioiis 
were juft? would deceive; the- Soubah into a firm per- 
fuailon, that we had nojealouff of his defigns ; or^ 
if the letter v/as real, would awe him by the fear 
of fo poweiful an alliance, Mr. Scrafton was accord- 
ingly difpatched with thefe propofals, . accompanied by 
a letter from the- Colo-n-el in . which he wrote hJm^ 
*®That notwithilandiiig .he had put 'the army into 
quarters, and given every proof his,-Excel!ency could 
require of his firm intentions, to obferve the peace, 
he vvas not yet , fo happy as to- gain h:s Exccl- 
lency’s confidence, .who ftill kept a .laa-ge army en- 
camped at Pkicis, which .fe-emed to hang like an im- 
pending ftorrn over our heads .5 .kept the provinces 
alarmed; and prevented, the merchants from refort- 
« dug to Ca.iciit.ta : That he . had but one proof more 
to give him of his' fincerity, which - the bearer would 
acquaint him with. If that- -would not fufilce, h,e 
fhould think himfeif for e.v..er banilhed from his 
confidence and friendfl.ilp-’V 

The Soubah, who had been informed by hi« fpies 
of the interview betw^een the Colonel and the Mhar-- 
ratta agent, and of his letter being on the way, was 
impatient to know the contents, Mr. Watts intror* 
duced Mr. Scrafton to the SoubAh, and they found 
him accompanied by Naranfing, the head fpy, Monicli- 
chund, and Jagutfeat. The Soubah affedted to be 
t:iiarmed with the Colonefs letter, which was enforced 
by every argument fuitable to the occafion } he ex-' 
preffed fonic doubts of the ColoneFs fincerity, but found 
hiihftlf obliged to put on the appearance of convic- 
tion, when the Mliaratta^s letter Was delivcfed to him : 
Hainng read it, he broke forth into loud adciamatlons 
to the Colonel’s praife; and, thinking now to deceive 
ns by this feigned confidence, would Order bis 
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army into quarters; and did not doubt but our fleet 
and army would quit the country as foon as the fea-' 
foil would permit; and defired we would go to Rajah 
Mohemloll^ his prime minifter, to whom he had given 
orders to finifli our afiFairs ; and immediately ordered 
the troops into the city. 

The minifter affced the fame part as his mafter ; 
but^ like an old pradlitioner in miniffierial arts, pro- 
pofed, that the Colonel Ihould fend up a difcharge in 
full of all fums ftipulated by the treaty^ though nothing 
was yet determined with refpedl to the thirty-eight 
villages,* and very little progrefs made in the reft of 
the treaty, and that by the time it arrived, the whole 
fhould be difcharged. The Soubah returned the Co- 
lonel a favourable anfwer, and told the gentleman who 
carried the letter, that he expedled him back in a week 
with the defired difcharge, and then he would re^ 
ward him with great prefents and honours. 

Every thing was now in a fair way ; the Placid 
army broken up and put into quarters ; and Meer 
.Jaffier, after having confulted with Roydullub and the 
heads of his party, concluded the following treaty with 
Mr. Watts, and promifed to join us as foon as the 
armies drew near each other : We, on our parts, pro*- 
mifed, by the bleiEhg of God on our arms, to make 
him Soubah of the three provinces. 

^Treaty executed* hy Meer Mahumudyaffer Caun Bahader, 

I fwear by God and the Prophet of God, to abide by 
the terms of this treaty whilft -I have life.f 
• Treaty made with Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive, 
and the other Counfellors Mr. Drake and Mr, Watts. 

* See the firll article of the treaty, page 67. 

f Thefe words were written in his own hand, at the beginning of the 
Treaty, and were nndecfjgned by him. 

Art. I. 
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Art* I, Whatever Articles %vere agreed upon in the time 
of peace with the Nabob Surajah Dowla, I agree to 
comply with* ^ 

II, The enemies of the Englith are my enemies^' 
whether they be Indians or Europeans* 

III. All the effeits and fa*5i:ories belonging to the 
French in the province of Bengal, the paradife of na-* 
tions, and Bahar, and Oriffa, fhall remain in the pofleA 
fion of tie Englifli, nor wifi I ever allow them any more 
to fettle in the three provinces, 

IIIL In confideration of the lofles which the Englilh 
Company have fuftained fay the capture and plunder of 
Calcutta by the Nabob, and the charges occafioned by 
the maintenance of the forces, I will give them oneCrore 
of rupees. 

V. For the effedis plundered from the Engl i£h inha- 
bitants at Calcutta, I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees* 

VI. For the effedls plundered from the Gentoos^ 
Moors, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, twenty lacks 
of rupees fhall be given. 

VIL For the effeSs plundered from the Armenian in- 
habitants nf Cal^nrtta, I will give the fum of feven lacki 
of rupees, .. 

The diftribution of the fums allotted to the Englifh, 
Gentoo, Moor^ and other inhabitants of Calcutta, fhall 
b© left to Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive^ Roger Drake^ 
William Watts-^ James Kilpatrick, md. Richard Bfecher^ 
Efquires, to be difpofed of by them, ^ to whom they 
think proper, 

, VIII* ^'W]ithin the ditch which furrourids the-borders 
of Calc!lt^^_»f€, tradis of land belonging to feveral Ze« 
mindars ; thefe^ I will grant to the Englifh Com- 

pany fix hundred yards* without the ditch^ , 

VIIIL, All tb^;|a|id lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as 
Culpee, fhall be «ind«r the ^emindary of the Englifh 
Company ^ and all the officers of thofe parts fliail be 
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under their jurifdiftion. The revenues to be paid b}’^thc 
Company in the fame manner with other Zemindars. 

X. Whenever I demand the affiftance of the Englifh'^j 
I will be at the charge of the maintenance of their troops. 

XL I will not ered; any new fortifications near the 
river Ganges, below Houghly. 

XIL As foon as I am eftabliflied in the three pro- 
vinces, the aforefaid fums fhall be faithfully paid. 

Dated the fifteenth of the month Ramzan^ 
in the fourth year of the prcfent reign. 

There was a feparate treaty ftipulating the payment 
of fifty lacks to the army and navy. 

Our affairs were now drawing to a crifis, when an 
event happened, that had like to have blafted all our 
hopes. Whether any thing of our connections with 
Meer Jaffier had reached the Soubah’s ears, or whether 
he had before projc6ted bis deftmftion and thought this 
the propercli: opportunity while we feemed fo quiet, is 
uncertain; but Meer Jaffier thought himfelf in fucb 
danger, that he would no longer venture to go to court; 
and on his difobedience of the Soubah/s fummons, his 
death was refolyed upon. The artillery was pointed 
againfl: his houfe, and the troops ordered to furround itJ 
Meer Jaffier acquainted the Colonel with his fituation, 
and wrote him, that nothing could extricate him from 
the danger be was in, but the news of his march. The 
die was call, and on the thirteenth of June, the whole 
army marched forward, and the ColoneL wrote the Sou-* 
bah, the very day of his march, to the following purport,- 
That 'from" his great reputation for juftice, and faith- 
fill obfervance of his word^ he had been induced tcy 
make peace with him, and to pafs over the lofs of many- 
Crores of rupees fuftained by the Englifh in the cap-, 
tufe of Calcutta, and to reft content with what- 
juftice and generofity fcould reftorc 
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to them ; that his Excellency had not thought fit to 
« fet any value on the friendflup of the Englifli, but 
had in every thing difcouraged as much as poifible the 
company’s bufinefs, by turning their vaqueel difgrace- 
fully from his prefence^ refufing free paflage to the 
Englilh through his country, intercepting their tradcj, 
and fearching their fadiory at Callimbuzar for am- 
munition and warlike fiores, on pretence. of their in- 
tending an attempt on his life, in the time of pro- 
found peace, threatening them with an inftant rupture,, 
if they did not fubmit to the fearch; that thefe v/ere 
but trifles, compared to his open and avowed protec- 
tion of the King’s enemies, of which his letters to 
Monf. Bufley, wrote but a few days after his entering 
into a folemn treaty with us, inviting him to his coun- 
try, was a flagrant proofs that his protedtion and 
allowance of ten thoufand rupees per month, to 
Monf. Laws, and many other circumftances, were not 
only fo many deviations from the treaty, but evident- 
ly fliewed his Excellency’s intention to fall upon 
the Engliih, as foon as the abfence of their troops 
might expofe them to it; that the main article of 
the treaty was infringed, in his proffering only a 
fifth part of the fum paid into the treafury, for the 
plunder of Calcutta, and yet demanding a.difchai'ge 
for the whole. Hie Colonel complained bitterly of 
fo many infolts put upon him, and reminded the Sou- 
bah how different his own condudl was, when called 
tipor|,to aifift him againft the Pattans. He folemnly de-, 
dared, his intentions were to have fought for him 
« to the kft^^drop of hk blood; but feeing his Excel- 
«« lency had Chofen his friends from among his enemies, 
and had in every refped deviated frdm.hiS engage- 
ments, he had determined, with the approbation of 
all who were charged with' the compziny’s affairs, to 
proceed immediately to Caffimbuzar, and fubmit theix- 
F 2 , , dlipirtes 
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“ difputes to the arbitration of Meer Jaffier, RoyduIIubj,^ 

<« Jagutfeat, and others of his great men : That if 
« it fliould be found, that he, the Colonel, had deviated 
from the treaty, he then fwore to give up all furthei 
« claims ; but, that, if it appeared bis Excellency had 
« broke it, he fhould then demand hitisfaaiom for all 
“ the lolles fuftained by the Englifti, and all the char- 
ges of their army and navy ; and concluded with 
« telling him, that the rains being fo near, and it re- 
“ quiring many days to receive an anfwer, he had founo. 
it necelTary to wait upon him immediately. 

There are fome affairs alluded to, which I thought 
too trifling to mention in the courfe of this account. 

Some hours before the Soubah had received the Co- 
lonel’s letter, Mr. Watts, and the gentlemen of Caffim- 
buzar, had made their efcape by a fpeedy flight, which 
left the Soubah no further doubt of our intentions. 
And here let me paufe a little, to do juftice to the 
eminent fervices the public received from Mr. Watts, 
in the courfe of this great affair j bis admirable afliduity 
and penetration, in difeovering the Soubah’s treacherous 
jiegociation vvith the French; the right judgment he had 
formed of the Soubah’s intentions to extirpate us, when- 
ever the abfence of our forces gave him the opportunity ; 
and his great firmnefs and conftancy, in remaining in 
the Soubah’s capital, even after our army had begun its 
inarch, redound greatly to bis honour. 

Affairs betvsreen the Soubah and Meer Jaffier were new 
at a crifis. Some of the few who were faithful to the Sou- 
bah, affured him it was at Meer JafEer’s inftigation that we 
marche^ up, and advifed him to fall on him immediately ; 
but othe^ of Meer JafEer’s party, who were in his confi- 
dence, pdrfuaded him to make up the breach for the pfefent, 
and defer his defigns to fome more favourable occafion. If 
the erred before in abandoning the French, he 
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iloiibly erred m\\\ in admitting a fofpicious friend and one 
wliofe death he was ftill determined on^ to continue in 
the charge of a great body of troops, which felfhdefence 
would have taught him to make ufeof for his own pre- 
fervation. He was fenfifale of his weakncfs ^ but inftead 
of having refolution to rife above it, . and terminating 
his fears at once by the attack of Meer JafSer, he en- 
deavoured to deceive him by the' thin difguife of grace and 
pardon confirmed by oaths. The.Kpran was introduced, 
the accuiiomed pledge of their falfehood, the Soubah 
fwore he would never atterript his life, ,Meer Jaffier, that 
he would be his fiiithful foldier, and fight for him to 
the lafi: drop of his blood. They parted with fmiles 
on their countenances and treachery in their hearts, 
each happy in the thought of over- reaching the other; 
and now we were the grand object of their attention. 
The Soubah immediately took, the field, with' about 
twenty thou find horfe, and fifty thoufand foot, and 
fifty pieces of heavy cannon ; whilil cur army, confifting 
of a thoufand Europeans, and ttvo thoufand feapoys,with 
fix field pieces, and a frnall detachment of failors from 
the fquadron, were advanced partly by land, and partly 
by water, as far as the town of Cutiva* Three days 
were paffed there in the moft uneafy fufpenfe, waiting 
for intelligence of the iflue of the difpute between the 
Soubah, and our ally Meer Jaffier/ In this doubtful 
interval, the majority of our officers were againft croffing 
the river, and every thing bore the face of difappoint- 
ment; but, on the tw^enty fecond of June the Colonel 
received a letter from Mec^ Jaffier, which determined 
him to hazard a battle, and he paffed the river at five 
in the evenhig. The Soubah was now within twenty 
miles of us; but far from being puffed up with the fu- 
periority of liis numbers, he betrayed 'his anxiety at the 
approaching moment, when his life and government were 
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to be expofed to the ifiue of a battle. Miftrufl: or big 
own army, and the dread of an enemy, who had before 
defeated him, made him prefage the worft, and a trifling 
circumftance, which he took for an ill omen, confiim-^ 
ed him in his fears : It is indeed the efFea alone which 
can excufe my mentioning it, 

As he was fitting in his tent, the evenirig before the 
battle, revolving in his mind the doubtful ilfue, his at-» 
tendants imperceptibly left him one by one till he was 
alone; when a fellow entered, unperceived by the 
Soubah, and carried of! the gold top of the hookah 
he was fmoaking, and cut off fome of the broad-cloth 
of his tent. It fliockcd his foul to think, that he, 
whofe frowns were death but in the morning, fliould 
now be fo little feared : He called for bis attendants, 
and cried, with great emotion, “Sure they fee me dead.” 

However, with an appearance of compofure, iil fuit- 
cd with the pangs he felt, he ordered the difpoiltion 
of his army, and began his march before day-break. 
Ours, after a moft fatiguing march from five in the 
evening till one in the morning, which was abfo- 
lutely ncceflary, in order to be poireifed of Placis town 
and p'rpve before the enemy could reach it, halted in 
the grove till day-break; when the Soubah’s army ap- 
peared marching from their fortified camp beforc-men- 
tioiied, and what with the number of elephants all 
covered with f.arlet cloth and embroidery, their horfe 
with their drawn fwords gliftering in the fun, their 
heavy cannon drawn by vaft trains of oxen, and their 
ftandards flying, they made a moft pompous and for- 
midable appearance ; And their dif^fition, as weil as the 
regular manner in which they formed, feemed to fpeak 
greater fkill in war than we expeSed from them. But 
what avails pomp and parade, where the heart is not fired 
by loyalty to its pince, or jpve to its country f 


At fix In Ac morning, June 23, the enemy was dif- 
covered marching in a deep column from their old 
camp* Between every body of four or five thoufand 
was a part of their artillery* In this order they con- 
tinued marching as if they intended to furround us, 
as far as the river would permit j but as foon as their 
rear was got out of the camp, they halted, and a 
body of about fifty French advanced in front of the 
reft, their officer calling out in vain for fome of the 
Soubah^s troops to follow him ; -F or fuch was their 
miftruft of each other, that no commander dared to 
venture on fingly, for fear fome other commander, 
fufpedled of attachment to us, fliould fall on him* 
Thefc advanced under cover of an eminence, to* within 
about five hundred paces of us, and then began a 
general cannonading. Our little army was at firft 
drawn up without the bank which furrounded the 
grove, but we foon found fuch a ftiower of balls pour- 
ing upon us from their fifty pieces of cannon, moft 
of which v/ere thirty two and twenty four pounders, 
that we retired under cover of the bank, leaving two 
field pieces without, whiift the other four kept play- 
ing through the breaches in the bank* In this pofturc 
both armies remained till about twelve ; when a heavy 
Ihower of rain failing, the enemy^s horfe advanced, as 
if they meant to take the advantage of it : but when 
they found our field-pieces kept firing, notwithftand- 
ing the rain, it checked their ardour. The rain ccafing, 
the cannonading continued til! about four in the afternoon, 
when they began to retire to their old camp, their artillery 
marching in firft. And now we took notice of a large 
body on our left, moving in fuch a manner, as to 
make it doubtful whether their aim was to poflefs 
themfelves of the' village ■ on our left, or whether they 
friends,’ and wanted to join us. However, as no 
r 4 fignal 


fignal had been agreed on, owing to the mifcarriage 
of a meffenger who had been difpatched to ns in the 
morning hy Meer JafEer, we kept them at a diftance 
with our field pieces. When all their artillery was 
got within their campj Major Kilpatrick moved for- 
ward with about two hundred whites and three hun- 
dred feapoys, and polTeffed himfelf of the eminence, 
where the French had been, till they retired v/ith the 
reft. On this motion, the enemy feemed inclined to 
come out again on the plain ^ but Colonel Clive or- 
dering all our fire to be direded againft their oxejn 
and drivers, after feveral attempts they were obliged 
to give over ; and feveral large bodies of horfe began 
to advance on us, and take pofleiiion of an adjacent 
eminence; but we prefently obferved their elephants 
unruly, and great confufion amongft them. The Co- 
lonel, conceiving this the moment on which the fuc- 
oefs of the day depended, immediately ordered the 
eminence and their camp to be aflaulted by the ad- 
vanced body, and the whole army to march forward. 
The enemy flood their ground at the eminence, long 
enough to receive a general . volley, when they faced 
about with great precipitation ; and fome of their am- 
munition blowing up, juil: as Colonel Clive was march- 
ing up to their camp, it put them into fuch a con^ 
fufion as made them incapable of refiftance, and the 
rout became general. Their camp, baggage, and can- 
non, all fell into our hands; and we continued the 
purfuit all night. Thus was this glorious and decifive 
vidlory obtained with the trifling lofs of about feventy 
men killed and wounded on o\ir fide, and about five 
or fix hundred on the enemy^s, 

One great caufe of our fuccefs was, that in the 
very beginning of the adfion, we had the good for-* 
tune to kill Me^r Modun, one of the goubah’s beft 
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a»d moft faithful officers, which ftruck fuch a terror 
into him, that he fent for Meer Jaffier, threw his 
turbaiid at liis feet, and told him with a moJfl: dejedied 
countenance, ^‘^That it was he that muft protefi that 

turband/^ ^ Whether this moved Meer Jaffier’s 
compaffion, or his politicks were to. fave appearances 
with both parties, is uncertain ; but he did not offer 
to join us, only wrote the Colonel a note advifing 
him to puffi forward, for that the battle was more 
than half won : In every thing elfe he flood neuter 
during the whole adlion, 

Dcfpondency had now taken fuch pofleffion of the 
Soubah’s foul, that he left the field at four in the 
evening on an elephant, and made fuch haftc, that 
he was himfelf one of the firft that carried the news 
of his defeat to the capital, which he reached that 
night* Meer Jaffier’s troops retired flowly and regu- 
larly from the field of action, marching wide of the 
reft of the Soubah’s army ; and halted a few miles 
from us* In the morning the Colonel fent Omar 
Beg, a Moor-man particularly attached to Meer Jaf- 
fier, and Mn Scrafton, to conduct him to Baud- 
pore, where he halted that night. As foon as he 
faw the meffengers, he advanced forward with his 
fon to meet them j but w'as far from teftifying that 
Joy which might have been expected : Probably, bred 
up in the treacherous court pf Allyvherde Caun, he 
harboured fome fufpicion that the Colonel might re^ 
fent his condiicl: in not joining him conformably to 
his promifes ; for afterwards when the guards drew 
out to r.eceive him as he paffed, he flatted as if he 
thought it was all oyer with him j . nor ' did Ills counrt 
tenance brighten up, till the C^pJonel embraced him, 

^ To iiave ||to fceail pucover^d is t|iQTf|)ar ireful in a man of 
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and fainted him Soubah of the three provinces, ad- 
vifing him to haften to the capital to prevent its beinv 
plundered, and to affume the title of Soubah, in tvhich 
he would fupport him with all his force as focn as 
poffible. We continued our joyful march towards the 
city, and had the pleafure to fee the marks of our 
vidlory all through our route. — The plains being co- 
vered with cannon, trains of oxen, broken carriages, 
' wounded horfes, and among the reft an elephant found 
dead, lixteen miles from the held of battle, with tv/o 
fix pound Ihot lodged in his body. 

Let us now follow Surajah Dowla. On his ar- 
rival at the city, he aflembled all his great officers, 
to confult them on this unfortunate event : Some ad- 
vifed him to deliver himfelf up to the Colonel, againft 
whom he could have no hope of fuccefs, having 
been twice defeated by him. This, which was the 
moft prudent advice, his Aallow judgment miftoofc 
for treachery. Others advifed him to open his trea- 
fury to his army, • and endeavour by great rewards 
to fpirit them up to make another effort. He feem- 
ed to approve of this, .immediately ordered three months 
pay to his army, and difmilled his council with af- 
furances of his heading his troops again in the morn- 
ing : But, when left by himfelf, he fuffered all the 
pangs of adverfjty. His terrified imagination repre- 
fented every one that approached him as a traitor that 
wanted to deliver him up : He abandoned himfelf to 
his fears, and, knowing not whom to truft, he dif- 
guifed himfelf in a mean drefs, and ftole out of a 
window in the dead of night, with no attendants, but 
one faithful eunuch. 

Before Meet Jaffier could enter the palace, the 
women of the feraglio had broke loofe from their con- 
finement, and cafried off jewels to an imnienfe value j 

while 
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while the folcliery had broke into the treafury, and 
carried ai¥ay great fums of gold. All was anarchy 
and confufion ^ the frightened inhabitants ftood in dread- 
ful fufpenfe, expedling nothing but maflacre and dcn 
foktion from a vidlorious army; till the arrival of 
Meilfs. Watts and Walfh, fent forward by the Colo- 
nelj and a proclamation iffiied out, that Meer Jaifier 
was appointed Soubah by Colonel Clive, turned their 
fears to aftoiiifliment. This, with the news of the 
halt of our army on the twenty fifth and twenty fixth, 
reftored tranquillity to the city. Meer Jaffier, whether 
confcious how little he had contributed to our fuc- 
cefs, or that a MuHiilman could not conceive fuch 
moderation, when we had the whole in our power, 
ilill doubted the reality of his exaltation, and it was 
with great difficulty that Mefirs, Watts and WahTi 
could prevail on him to a£i: as Soubah.; ; y 

On the twenty feventh the Colonel entered the city, 
with tv/o hundred Europeans, and five hundred feapoys, 
and took up his quarters at a palace near the Soubah. 
Upon the Coloners arrival, Jagutfeat, and feveral of 
the great men, anxious for their fate, fent their fub-r 
mifliort, with offers of large prefents, which the Colo- 
nel refufed, aiTiiring them he defired nothing but their 
aiTiftance in fettling the government. The next day 
Meer jafiier vifited the Colonel, and accompanied him 
in great pomp to Jagutfeatk houfe, where tliey fettled 
all money affairs. - • ■ 

I do not doubt, but that the fums ftipulated' by the 
treaty mull: appear immenfe to you; but 'it 'muft be 
obferved, it was the prevailing and univerfal notion, 
that Sutajah Dowk had at leaft forty millions Her!- 
jng ill his ireafury, in which we' now found ourfelves 
wiilciy deceiyed ; the new Sdubah ' making it evident- 
ly appear to that if we infifted on the imincJiate 
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payment of the whole fum, he would have nothing 
left wherewith to fupport his dignity, or fecure his 
power. I'he Colonel therefore, fenfiblc it would tar-- 
nifh the glory of our fuccefles, ihould we diftrefs the 
Soubah at fo critical a time, thought it more confift-* 
ent with the general intereft to accept of one half by 
the laft day of 061 :ober, and to agree, that the re- 
mainder fhould be paid within the compafs of three 
years, by equal payments every fix months, Befides 
what was ftipulated by the treaty, the Soubah was 
pleafed ta make a prefent to the Governor, the Colo- 
nel, Committee and Council, and thofe who had moft 
contributed to our wonderful fucccfs ; and, before they 
parted, the Soubah, the Colonel, Jagutfeat, and Roy- 
dullub, entered into a folemn engagement mutually to 
fupport each other againft all enemies whatfoever. And 
now all our fufpicions of the perfidioufnefs of Siira- 
jah Dowla pi'oved well founded ^ for we found in his 
fecrctary’s hands, copies of letters to Meffrs. Buffey 
and Laws, in one of which, dated in February, a few 
days after his fwearing a folemn peace with us, he 
prefles Monf. Bulley to fend him two thoufanA men, 
under the command of trufty officers ; and in another, 
invites him with his whole force into his country : 
And he writes to Mr. Law-s, in April, to defire him 
to come down immediately, for that he was determin- 
ed to fall upon the Engliih. Thus we fee it was 
with no lefs juftice than prudence, that we fufpedt- 
ed the Soubah'S treachery j and it appears how ne- 
ceflary it was for us to have guarded againft it, at a 
time when we wanted the full proofs viftory now 
threw into our hands: For nothing can be more evi- 
dent, than that if we had trufted to the flattering ap- 
pearances he endeavoured to amufe us with at the 
time of the tedious, negociation that, preceeded the 

* ' battle 
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battle of Placisy *,we had certainly fallen the viflims e£ 
our own credulity. 

On the twenty ninth the Colonel went to the Sou«- 
bah's palace, and, in prefence of all the Rajahs and 
great men of the court, kd . him to his Mufland j ^ 
and. in compliance with the cuftcm of the country^ 
made his fubmilHon to him as Soubah, by prefenting 
him with a few pieces of gold, in which he was fol- 
lowed by all the great men prefen t. From this time 
Mcer Jaffier affumed the title of Mohabet Jung, J and 
aflred as Soubah of the three provinces. Now enfoed 
a fcene of triumph of a different kind. 

The firft fruit of our fuccefs, was the receipt of 
near a million fterling, which the Soubah paid ns on 
the third of July, and was laden on board two hun- 
dred boats, part of the fleet that attended us in our 
march up, efcorted by a detachment from die army. 
As foon as they entered the great river, they were 
joined by the boats of the fquadron, and all together 
formed a fleet of three hundred boats, with mufic 
playing, drums beating, and colours flying, and ex- 
hibited to the French and Dutch, by whofc fettlemeiits 
they paffed, a fcene far different from what they haJ 
beheld the year l^fore, when the Nabob’s fleet and 
army pafied them, with the captive Englilh, and all 
the Wealth and plunder of Calcutta. Which fcene 
gave them moft pleafure, I will not prefume to de- 
cide; nor will I attempt to- convey an idea of the 
Joy of our countrymen at Calcutta, when'"' thtf 
hted-of out vidtory. 

while we were thus happy in our fticcefs, Suta- 
jah DoWla.was travelling -ih difguife, like a toi&rahk 
fogitivcj, IfeWards Patm, where 'he once moi^ 

* Carpet of lUJlir'' 
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to,, appear in arms 5 but being difcovered by the go- 
vernor of Rajamaiil, Meer Jaffier’s brother, he was 
furrounded, and advice of it reaching the Soubah, he 
immediately fent his fon to take him prifoner, and 
bring him to the city, where he arrived on the fourth 
of July at night, unknown to the Colonel, and was 
privately put to death by the Soubah’s order, v/ho 
came in the morning to apologize for having taken 
fuch a ftep without confulting him, and to palliate 
an act which he was fenfible the Colonel would highly 
difapprove. It was not till many months after, that 
we became acquainted with all the circumftances of 
his death, which were as follows. On his arrival at 
the city, the Soubah held a council of his moft in- 
timate friends, about the difpofal of him, who all 
agreed, that it would be dangerous to grant him his 
life, and that he fhould Immediately be put to death, 
left the ColoneFs clemency and moderation Ihould plead 
for his prefervation* Surajah Dovda received the dread- 
ful fentence trembling ; he wept bitterly, and plead- 
ed hard for life on any terms j but, when he found 
all intreaty in vain, he defired only a delay of a few 
moments to wafli and fay his prayers. His mercilefs 
executioners fiung a pot of water over him, and dif- 
patched him with their fwords. His remains were ex- 
pofed on an elephant round the city, and then interred 
near the tomb of his grandfather. 

Revenge feems glutted by fo tragical a cataftrophe, 
and compalHon for U while takes place. But though 
we may commiferate his unhappy fate, let us not for- 
get how juftiy he deferved it. From his firft ob- 
taining power under his grandfather, he had ever made 
it fwbfervient to ambition, revenge, and cruelty. His 
treacherous aflaffination of Hofiein Cooley Caun, and 
his nephew;, the wanton cruelty and injuftice of at- 

tackins: 



tacking the Englifhj who^ by, the; immehfe weilth tii^ 
had yearly brought into the country, for a century 
paftj had greatly contributed to its rich and fiourifh- 
ing ftate, and certainly had done nothing to make 
them the objedfs. of his refentment j but above all, the 
death of the gentlemen in prifon, for which, though 
not occafioned by his immediate order, when he was, 
told of it in the morning, he teftified no concern (and 
even then might have faved the lives of many who 
had feme little life left in them, and might have been 
recovered by bleeding and proper care) but fuiFered,- 
if he did not order tbem^ to be thrown with the dead 
into the ditch ; thefe cruelties called aloud for fevers 
juftice : and yet, I dare fay, even thefe were far ihort 
of what we fhould have fuffered, had he been con- 
queror at Placis ; for there was found in his ftandifli, 
a lift of thirteen of his courtiers whom he had doomed 
to death, and it is probable he would not have Ihew^n 
more mercy to us- His fhort reign- of only one year 
was palled in war, and in jSeecing and punilliing thofe, 
w^'ho, in the late reign, had been of his rivah's party. 
He was rapacious, prodigal, and ambitious; but his 
ambition had neither valour nor wifdom to fupport 
it; Yet, unqualified as he was, it is thought he aimed 
at the conqueft of Dehli and the whole empire, fer 
he was preparing .a magnificent throne, and intended 
Ihoitly to have alTunied the title of Shaw, or king. 
Whoever reiledlrs on this amazing revolution, muft 
acknowledge the hand of providence in it. , Our, firfl: 
calamity feemed like a final • dillblution, and the whole 
colony to be loft irretrievably- Our enemy’s con.- 
tempt vrm then our fecurity, ^ But even when -oiu" 
forces arrived, .what profpe£t w»' thei^ ;that fuch. a 
handful of ftiould overcome fuch numerous for- 
ces ? forces thb^ifht; fuiiicient by, their mafter to, fub-t 
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vert one of the moft powerful governments of Afia, 
and to fecure to him the poffelTion of the throne of 
Aurengzebe, Who could then have been fanguine 
enough to flatter himfelf with the hopes of feeing the 
wealth of the tyrant’s capital, the fruits of many years 
eaftern oppreffion, transferred to that fettlement he had 
fo proudly overthrown but a few months before al- 
moft in an inftant ! 

Thefe glorious fucceffes have brought near three 
millions flerling to the nation j for, properly fpeak- 
ing, almoft the whole of the immenfe fums received 
from the Soubah, finally centers in England. So 
great a proportion of it fell into the company’s hands, 
either from their own fhare, or by fums paid into the 
treafury at Calcutta for bills and receipts, that they 
have been enabled to carry on the whole trade of. 
India, China excepted, for three years together, with- 
out fending out one ounce of bullion. Vaft fums 
have been dfo remitted through the hands of foreign 
companies, which -sSreigh in the balance of trade to 
their amount in our favour with fuch foreign nations. 
And to thefe let me add, the mifehief done to our 
enemies the French, now totally driven out from thofe 
fettlements which were the only fupport of their In- 
dia tfade* 

Nothing was now wanting to complete our fuc- 
cefs, but to get the Soubah confirmed from court 5 
for the better obtaining of which the Colonel wrote 
a letter to the Emperor to the following purport^ 
which was accompanied by another nearly in the fame 
ftrain from the Soubah ; That the Englifii had 
“ been long fettled in thefe countries^ by virtue of a 

phirmaund from the emperor Furruckfeer 5 and Cal- 

cutta was become a very great and populous place, 

and its merchants carried on a trade which enriched 
, . . the 









t £ r T E R HI 99 

X'elits tlian wliile they need their help to nourifli them^ 
fo the Soubah, now feeling his - own ftrength, for- 
got the authors of his greatnefs. He feemed to 
look on us rather as rivals than allies ; and his firft 
thoughts were, how to check our power,, and evade 
the execution of the treaty. In vain did the Golo- 
oel reprefent to him, that, inftead of draining his 
treafury for keeping fuch an imoienfe^ army on foot, 
he had better difmifs one half of them, and rely on 
the Englifh, %vho were his natural allies, bound to 
him by mutual intereft, and every tie that could en- 
force our inviolable attachment. He formed his plan 
quite differently, and feemed to think himfelf fuffici- 
ently powerful to difpute with us the remainder of 
the treaty j and to this he bent all his future poli- 
tics, the natural confequence of which was, that we 
were neceffitated to ftrengthen ourfelves, by forming 
a party in his own court to be a continual check 
upon him, a matter by no means difficult in a country 
where loyalty and gratitude are virtues almofl: unknown; 
I have before mentioned Royduliub as clofely con- 
nedled with Meer Jafiier, and a, fellow confpiriator of 
equal rank j fuch connexions are feldom permanent i 
He thought the Soubah had not rewarded him accord- 
ing to his merit, and the Soubah thought him too 
craving. In all, but more efpecially in thofe eafterrt 
courts, jealoufy is a weed that grows apace; Syco^ 
phants and hungry minions nourijlh it with lies and 
whifperSj and live under its fhade. The Colonel en^ 
tered into ftriX engagements with this man^ to p'ro- 
teX him as far as life and honour^ provided he at- 
tempted nothing againft the Soubah^s perfon or govern- 
ment! promifed to,ufe->all the-povrer and in- 
tereft Ms ,pofts gave oblige the Soubah to the 

faithful exeetltion of the. articles of the. treaty. .,„y.he 
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clofe connection which appeared between us, widenei 
the breach between theiiij till mutual miih’uft Increaf- 
ed to that pitch, that each began to ftrengthen his’ 
part3r, Roydullub endeavoured to gain the officers of 
the army to him ; and the Soubah difmifTed from his 
court all thofe who had fliewed too great an attach- 
i^ent to a minifter he had made too powerful ; for 
he was firft Treafurer, Pay-mafter of the troops, and 
general of a large body of horfe and foot, and his 
brother and relations occupied the moft beneficial em- 
ploys at court. Thefe made him powerful ; but it was 
the Englifh proteclion that made him formidable to 
his maftcr. But the feafon now approached for tak-* 
iiig the field; and in October 1757, the Soubah fixed 
his ftandard to the north, with great expectations of 
rendering himfeif as powerful and arbitrary as his old 
mafter Allyvherde, whofe example he endeavoured to 
imitate in his government. He had projected a very 
extenfive plan;, to vsrhich he was by no means equaL 
Firft^ he propofed the deftruCtion of Roydullub and 
his party. Secondly,- to crufh the rebellion broke out 
in Purhimea, where the late Governor refufed to own 
his authority* Thirdly, by force or ftratagem to get 
the Nabob of Patna into his power, and give that 
province to his brother. And having made himfeif 
thus powerfu];^ he finally propofed to awe the Englifh 
into the relinquifhing the remainder of the money due 
fo them, and the other articles ftipulated by the treaty; 
This project opened with the death of Mirza Mun- 
dee, Surajah Dowla’s brother, a weak helplefs youth,! 
whom his fpies and parafites had infinuated to him 
Roydullub intended to fet up for Soubah* The fame 
jealoufy induced him to fen,d the widow of Allyv- 
iierde in, to .confinement at Dacca; and a ftriCt watcll 
l:€pt,i..aver , an infani-fon left by Faze! Cooley 
■ . ’ CauBj 
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CauHj the foB of Zaiiide Hamef, whom Nowagis 
Mahumud Caun adopted, and who died feme years 
before, lea\ ing this only child, called Morada Dowla, 
Thefe fteps fo alarmed Roydnll.uh, that, under pre- 
tence of ficknefs, he abfented himfelf from court, and 
declined taking the field with the "'Soubah, This w^as the 
firftobftacle the Soubah met with ^ and now he began to 
apprehend, that, fliould he march from- his capital, it was 
poilible the Colonel, penetrating his view, might join with 
Roydullub, and attack his fon, whom he left governor in his 
abfence. He long heiitated what part to act with the 
Colonel ; but at laft determined writing to him, to 
defire him to march up with his troops, hoping either 
to awe him by the parade of his numerous forces, 
or win him by profitable offers to abandon Roydullub, 
The Colonel, lenfible how cafy it was to check him 
ill his flight, let him go on in his airy ideas, con- 
tenting himfelf with giving frequent hints, that he faw 
what he was aiming at ^ but always affured him he 
would find, in tlie end, his true intereft was to pre- 
ferve the friendfhip of the Englifh, by a ffrict ad- 
herence to the treaty, for that it was them, and them 
only, that were able to fupport him : But now that 
he faw the Soubah^s jealoufy was incurable, he de^ 
termined to check him effedtually* Force alone could 
not effedl this; for the debauchery introduced by the 
prize-money of Placis, and the unwholfomnefs of the 
climate, had reduced our fine army to about four 
hundred and fifty Europeans, and twelve hundred fca- 
poys ' policy was therefore deemed a neceffary ally» 

With this fmall force, and , the name of Clive, we 
took the field in November, and were joined, by Roy- 
dullub, whofe,., political fickneis yanifced at the ap^ 
proach of 'oitrv^rmy* At their' firft interview, the 
Colonel reproached the Soubah with ' his weak apd 
G 3 ' unfaithful 
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unfaithful condiia 5 reminded him of the agreement 
entered into at Jagutfeat’s houfe, declaring himfcif 
Roydullub's proteaor j and demanded fcciirity for the 
payment of the remainder of the treaty-money, of 
which even the firft half was not yet paid, although 
the time was elapfed for the firft payment of the fc- 
cond half. The Souhah now felt his chains, and 
found, that the more he ftruggled, the clofer they fat. 
After many vain attempts, by threats and carefies, to 
fhake the Coloners conftancy, he at laft, with a very 
ill grace, made over to the company the revenues of 
the three provinces of Burdwan, Nuddea, and Houghly, 
for the remainder of the treaty-money ; and then the 
two armies marched forward. At this place the Colonel 
entertained the Soubah with a review of our little army, to 
which he came in great ftate, in a car drawn by two ele- 
phants, accompanied by two of his children and feveral of 
his courtiers. The troops went through all their firings 
and evolutions with great brifknefs and regularity ; and 
the Soubah feemed loft in amazement, at the quicknefs, 
and uniformity of their motions ; but nothing ftruck 
him fo much as the quick firing of the field pieces, 
which, he faid, exceeded every thing he could pof- 
£bly have imagined ^ and he was altogether fo well 
pleafed with his entertainment, that he ordered ten 
• thoufand rupees to be diftributed among them, for 
which the foldiers returned him their thanks, by three 
Englifh huzzas. This review had a very good effedf, 
by pointing out to the Soubah, how irrefiftable fuch 
a clofe compadl body of infantry, where every man is 
fure of being afiifted by his neighbour, is to the loofe 
irregular attacks of a confufed multitude, where na 
man has any reliance, but on the ftrength of his arm, 

I heard the Soubah difeourfing of this review amongft 
his courtiers ^ and, after expreffing his admiration, faid,^ 

Thefc 
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'riiefe people are not to be fought with at a, diftance; 
but if we were to rufii on them with our fabres, 
we ihould bear them down;” but he did not 
dlfcern, that they have no principle powerful enough 
to unite them together for fuch an impetuous attack. 
Military difciplinc is fo coritradidkory to the genius 
and conftitution of the people^ ' that neither example 
nor experience can ever make them capable of it; 
and the common apprehenfion of our teaching the In- 
dians to beat uSj is without the leaft foundation. It 
is not that they want natural courage, but they have 
110 motive to fpur them on to danger, except the ex- 
ample of their leader, who is always mounted on an 
elephant, equally confpicuous to his ov/n men and our 
field pieces, and his death is furc to be followed by 
the flight of his troops. Colonel Clive has indeed 
made ufe of this principle to great advantage, in* dif- 
ciplining our feapoys, by forming them into battalions, 
under the command of the beft of our officers ; fince 
which they have, on feveral occafions, proved little 
inferior to Europeans. On the approach of our unit- 
ed farces, the rebels of Purhunea difperfed, and the 
Soubah made his brother-in-law, Coffim Hoflein Caun, 
Nabob of that province, and then marJied tov/ards 
Patna, hoping by force or ftratagem to get Ramnaran 
into his power, and make his brother Nabob of that 
province ; but neither fcheme fucceeded. Ramnaran 
had taken the field -with a very confiderable army, and 
could not be prevailed on to truft hhtifelf in the Sou- 
bah’s power, till he was affured of the ColoneFs pro- 
tedrioii. The Soubah was very averfe to this, but 
foon found, that Roydullub had won Over the greateft 
part of bis; officers, who were more tii^ely to efpoufe 
Ramnaran’'^ caufe than his own? ' He at laft confent- 
to the Colohel^s mediation, which he gladly granted, 
G 4 ftoin 
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from the motive that it would be a conftant cliecic 
on the Soubah, to have the Nabob of Patna devoted 
to us. 

He therefore^ at the . Soubah’s requeft^ wrote Ram- 
naran, that he might come with fafety, The Co- 
lonel’s reputation for the inviolable obfervance of his 
word, was fuch, that Ramnaran immediately left his 
army, and came with a few followers to the Englifii 
camp. He then went, accompanied by Mr. Watts, 
to pay his fubmiffion to the Soubah, who received 
him with a conftrained gracioufnefs, and his army joined 
the reft in their route to Patna. 

The Soubah, who burnt with defire to free himfelf 
from our yoke, now formed a projedi, from which 
he hoped fome relief. He ordered Coja Haddee, a 
general who commanded fixteen thoufand men, to make 
a forced march, and enter the city before our army, 
which had always been the van of the whole. This 
oificer was much fufpe&d of an attachment to Roy- 
dull ub, and therefore the Soubah aimed at embroiling 
him in a ikirmilh with us, indifferent who had the 
advantage, where he wanted to be rid of both. Pie 
accordingly gave him orders, that when he entered the 
city, lie fliould fliut the gates, and permit no troops 
to enter the city without farther orders. Coja Had- 
dee not perceiving the fnare, paffed our army in pro- 
per order for adlion. V^^hen the Colonel came near 
the City, he fept word to Coja Haddee, that the Sou- 
bah had laid this fnare to deftroy him, and advifcd 
him not to oppoie him, as he was determined to . 
enter. Coja -HaddeS immediately retired, and fent the 
Soubah a meffage that he prefumed his orders could 
not regard his friend Sabut Jung whom he had let 

* The title conferred on Colonel Clhe by the court of Dehli. It means 
ih ^rmed 
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pafs. The Colonel marched: . through' iJie city, and 
encamped on the oppofite fide. The Soubah followed 
with fullen flownefs, mortified at his difappointment^ 
and enraged to fee the Colonel carrying away the 
glory of the campaign, while himfelf appeared only as 
his genera!. And now enfued a feene of plots and 
coiifpiracies, wherein the feveral actors difplayed ^ the 
arts of treachery and dllEmulation with all the refined 
fubtlcty of eaftern politicians, 

I have already mentioned, the Soubah’s views this 
campaign were, to break the pov/er of the miniftej; 
make liis brother Nabob of Patna j oblige the Rajahs 
of that rebellious province to fubmit to him ; andj^ 
finally, to awe the Engliili into the relinquilhing of 
the treaty-money. Let us now fee how the difFerent 
parties endeavoured to ccunteradi: him, 

llamnaran and Roydullub fooii found they were 
tending to the fame center, v/hich was the dcftruc- 
tion of a mafter they thought they could never triilL 
Coja tiaddee, Coffim Ally Caun, and moft of the ge- 
neral officers, were of their party, and entered into a 
written agreement to fupport each- odier. They fre- 
<|uently founded Colonel Clive, and endeavoured, fcy 
every artifice and llratagem, to fet him at open variance 
with the Soubah ; while thedr party at court ackd the 
fame part with the_ Soubah, by continually inilnuati- 
ing to him, that the Colonel was won over by Roy- 
dullub and^ Ramnaran, and would certainly attempt liis 
life. While the Soubah’s mind* was thus agitated by 
fufpicions of all parties, an accident 'happened', that, 
almoft brought every body to lay afide 'the- mafic, and 
a£l: in , their real , characters, .Colonel Clivfe kept his 
head-q'u^rters at the Englilh ' fadiory, the army being 
encamped to the? weftward of Patna;: the Nabob's camp 
was to the eaftward, but 4 iiupiber of his trewgs 
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were m the city, as were alfo Ramnaran's ; and with 
the Colonel was a guard of two hundred feapoys. 
Near the factory w’-as quartered a body of Ramnaran’s 
iiorfe, and both ufed the fame market. A difpute 
arofe between them, which from words came to blows, 
and fbme of theColoners feapoys were 'ivounded. They 
came to complain, and the Colonel permitted them to 
go and take their own revenge. They immediately 
fallied out, and attacked the horfemen, whom they 
fcoii routed, and one or two of them were killed. 
The alarm fpread inftantly throughout the city;, all 
paities were in arms j fpies were running backwards 
and forwards over the city ; every one making a dif- 
ferent i"eport, according to the fears or wiflies of their 
mafter. The Soubah, who had his head-quarters in a palace 
x>n the eaftern fide of the city, immediately fufpedled Colo- 
nel CKve, Ramnaran and Roydullub, were forming a dc- 
fign to attack him. Full of this thought, he inftantly put 
Jiis w^omen, papers, and jewels, on elephants, fent a party 
•to feeure bis retreat, and put all his troops under arms. 
Roydullub and Ramnaran were alfo under arms, and 
it was a miracle the city was not fired and plundered. 
But as the rife of this diforder was entirely acciden-^ 
tal, fo nobody was prepared to take any advantage of 
it; and, by the intercourfe of meffengers, the tumult 
fubfided, and every one fheltered himfelf under the 
cloak of diilimulation ; flrft refiefting, whether they had 
done any thing in the firft heat of the alarm that 
might have betrayed their fentiments ? The next morn- 
ing all the grandees vifited Colonel Clive; and the 
commander of the horfe, whofe people had begun the 
Ikirmifh with the Englifii feapoys, was ordered out of 
the city. The Soubah lived in continual apprehenr 
ftons, but the Colonel was too fteady to be led aftray 
by any of them ; His honour, and the public intereft, 

ftrojigly 


LET TEH III 


firongly attached him to the Soubah' j though at the 
fame time, it Vv’as our intereft to reduce his power to 
proper limits, which nothing could more effedtuaily 
reftrain, than fupporting Raranaran in the Nabobfliip 
of Patna, and Roydullub in the miniftry ; and juft fo 
far he entered into their views. The Rajahs refufed 
to pay their fubmiilions but through the mediation of 
the Colonel, which the Soubah was too haughty to 
accept j and the clofe connection between Ramnaran 
and Roydullub, both fupported by us, prevented the 
rcff. Thus the Soubah, equally miftrufting, and raif- 
trufted of all, had the mortification to fee all his pro- 
jects vanifh. The only fatisfadiion he had, was the 
receiving 'his confirmation from Dehli, on the fame 
terms as Allyvhcrde Caun 5 which were, the payment 
of fifty two lacks per annum, with the ufual prefents 
of elephants, cloth, etc. The Colonel at the fame time 
received the dignity of an Omrah of the empire, and 
the title of Zubdut Ulmulk Nufleera Dowda, Sahbut 
Jung Bahader though the charters for holding it 
did not arrive till fome time after. 

When the Soubah found that all his endeavours 
to win the Colonel were in vain, he endeavoured to 
joutftay him, hoping his prefence would be required 
in Calcutta, and that he v/ould be obliged to aban- 
don his friends to him : But even that proving in- 
effectual, he, at laft, after a ftay of four months, af 
an immenfe expence, vras obliged to confirm Ramna- 
fan in the Nabobfliip of Patna, Roydullub in the mini-y 
Ifry, arid, to return to his capital, totally difappointed 
in all his views ; wdiilft the Colonel not only got the 
provinces mortgaged to the company for the retnain-^ 
ilcr of the treaty, but obtained alfo the farm of falt- 

^ *The perfiBm ^ thi mpmf th^ fmpfd af the proved mtrepsd 
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pctrCy which was before fra'med out to one of the na- 
tives, on condition of their paying the Soubah forty 
thoufand rupees per annum, and iilled the province 
with admiration of his wife condii<9:, and fteady ad- 
herence to whofe intereft he efpoufed, which, we 
fliall hereafter fee, was of fignal fervice to him. The 
Colonel arrived at Muxadavad the firfi: of June, where 
he was met by Major Forde, whom the gentlemen of 
Calcutta had perfuaded to enter into the company’s 
fendee, and to him he left the command of the army, 
and proceeded himfel;' to Calcutta, where he was re- 
ceived with every demonftration of the fmcereft joy. 

I have been fo taken up with the political tranf- 
ailions, that I have omitted to mention, in its pro- 
per place, the death of Mr. Watfon, who died ia 
Augiill, much lamented by the fleet and fettlemcnt, 
and whole memory will be ever revered for his ge- 
nerous and difmterefted condudf. The public lofs was 
indeed in a great meafure alleviated, by the command 
devolving on fo brave and capable an officer as Mr. 
PocQck, who left the river with the fquadron in 
Fthriiary. 

Hitherto we had met with a continued feries of 
fuccefs, which now feemed for a v/hile fufpended, by 
the arrival of the French fleet on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, commanded by -Monfl d’Ache, with three 
thoufand Europeans on board, under the command of 
Lieutenant General Lally and many officers of the firft 
diftinction in France ; a force, which feemed to threaten' 
the dcftruclion of all our fettlements in India. In this 
danger, our foie reliance was on the vigilance and 
bravery of our fleet | and happily we were not deceiv- 
ed. Mr. Pocoefc, though much inferior in force,' 
foaght the firll opportunity to engage them, while 
yet very few of their men were landed. The en^ 
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gaganeiit v/as very Woody to the- French^ and^- but 
for fome liiitoward drcumftances, ■ would' have ended 
in the ruin of their -fleet and army; but' 'night fa* 
Toured their efcape^ and they 'got ’fafe.' into' Pondi* 
cherryj with the loft of only one', 64 " gun fliip, and 
upwards of live hundred men 'killed . and' ;wounded,5 
as appeared by an intercepted letter. ■fram,".the French 
fecretary.. , 

This did not prevent the lofs of Fort St* Ornd'^s;. 
and we had now little hope of receiving fuccours 
from England* The Diredlors, by the fame letters that 
advifed us of this force failing from France, gave their 
Governors abroad to underfland, that they left them 
to the proteflion of Providence ; for that the break* 


out of the war with France rendered it 


imprac- 


ticable to fend out any conllderablc jforces this year. 
At this crifis, when military virtue and unanimity were 
more immediately necelTary, the Diredfors, divided by 
violent contefts among themfelves, which certainly did 
them no honour, were fo unfortunate in their judg- 
ments as to appoint four governors of Bengal, to go- 
vern each four months, and left Colonel Clive entirely 
out of the lift* The abfurdky of fuch a fyftem was 
too apparent to take place# The gentlemen named to 
this temporary honour, with great difintereftednefs de- 
clined it, and joined with the whole fettlement in re- 
quefting Colonel Clive to take the, .government. on him- 
felfv , The Colonel, thus flighted, might have returneil 
his mative country, and there enjoyed his immenfe 
and hqildurably acquired fortune; but, his pfitriofk 
fpirit, 'and regard for the public welfare, prevailed over- 
private refentment,., and on the , twenty-third -of June 
1758, the mnktrfytj of the vliaory ;of , he en- 

tered upon the gofernpient^ to tite -great Joy of every 
mw4 .-rrr.rlt'-- , ^ ^ *■ ■ ^ 
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The arrival of the French fquadron, and the lofs of 
Fort St. David’s, had an inftant efFea on our influence 
in the country. The Colonel confiderlng, that if the 
Soubah could be prevailed on to pay him a vifit in 
Calcutta, it would deceive our enemies into a firm 
perfuafion, that there fubfifted a perfed amity between 
us fent Mr. Watts to him with the invitation, which 
he’ readily 'accepted. I muft here do the Soubah the 
juftice to fay, that, however jealous of the Englifli 
power, he has ever fliewn a fincere regard for the 
Colonel. 

This outward appearance of harmony was equally 
necefiary to the Soubah, as it was our alliance alone 
which made him formidable to his neighbours,; but, 
obferving how much we courted his friendfliip, he 
thought he might now execute his defigns agamft 
Roydullub. He left the city under charge of his fon, 
firft difmiflflng his minifter from all bis employments ; 
and, to an appearance, left an order with his fon to put 
him to death ; for no fooner was his father out of his 
fight, than, he prepared to attack him; But, as our re- 
putation and influence in the country entirely depended 
on our protefting him in his life and honour, Mr. 
Serafton, then refident at the Nabob’s court, marched a 
company of men to his alfiftance, and took him under 
Bis proteaion. The Soubah,^ who was very little ad- 
vanced on his way, was alarmed at this, and feemcd de- 
termined to return; but Mr, Watts had addrefs enough, 
not only to perfiiade him to continue his journey, bfit 
to let Roydulhib come down to Calcutta ; The Soubah 
Was glad he had carried his point fo far as to have dif- 
miffed him from his poll, without our refenting it ; and 
the Colonel was pleafed to have kept his word, which 
extended no further than the protedlion of his life and 
honour; The Soubah was moft magnificently entertain- 
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tiy liad \^ery great prefents made him, returned well la- 
tisiied to his capital, and left Roydulluh in Calcutta, 
This vifit had the defired effedt : The French, as 
well as the Soubah’s enemies, conjectured, if they at- 
tempted any thing againft Bengal, they fhauld find 
our united forces againft them. The French were now 
fo powerful on the coaft of Coromandel, having at leaii: 
four thoufand Europeans and fix thoufand feapoys^ 
that we began to fear for Madrafs. — I before mention- 
ed, that the French had an army in the Dccan, from 
which country they drew a confiderable revenue. The 
Colonel, apprehenfive they might add that army to their 
other forces, boldly refolved, againft the unanimous opi-* 
nion of his council, to fend a great part of our force 
into that country, with a view to make a diverfion that 
might call off part of the French force from the coaft 
of Coromandel, For that purpofe Major Forde em-* 
barked with four hundred and twenty Europeans, and 
one thoufand four hundred Seapoys, with a fuitable 
train of artillery, and amply provided with ftores of 
all kinds, and landed at Vizagapatam, the Rajah of 
that country having delli*ed our alSftance againft the 
French. • 

The departure of fo great a part of our force made 
the Soubah more haughty in his conduCt. He had 
' lately cut off two of his general officers, Coja Hadjee 
ind Coffim Ally Caun, whom I have before mentioned 
' to be of Roydullub^s party. The former he ordered ouf 
of the country, and in Ms pafiage through the 
of Sickf^guHy, he ordered -the rtiountaineei^ tend 
*tcrnor' Rajamall to fall on him; the other hirfon 
affaffinated’-'^' an entertainmeltt. And now b'e-fent a 
forged letteri fo pirofe,^ that RcjydnBnh was concerned 
■with them in'''i'''’confpiracy to'intrder' tfte 
forgery was* etidfetly 'proved, -and’ Colonel 
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vered in proteiSting him. The Soubah feemed iii.< 
dined to refent this protedion, and hinted, that he 
cxpeded the mortgaged provinces Ihould be reftored to 
him; but the news of Colonel Forde’s fuccefs checked 
him for the prefent. That brave and experienced oiScer, 
with his fmall army, defeated the French army com- 
manded by the Marquis de Confians, confifting of five 
hundred Europeans and fix thoufand difciplined feapoys ; 
and continued his purfuit of them towards Mafulipatam, 
the French capital of Golconda. 

But now a new fcene opened. The Mogul’s fon had 
efcaped from the hands of the Vizir, who kept the 
Emperor himfelf and all his family as a kind of ftate 
prifoners, and appeared in arms on the frontiers of the 
province of Bahar. The Soubah had lately given fuch 
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feah of Oudc’s brother and fome of the Boujepore Ra« 
jaliSj and was on full march towards Patna at the head 
of forty tlioufand men, with Mpnf* Laws and his 
little party of a hundred French and two hundred Sea- 
poys. Ramnaran thought this was the opportunity for 
liim to throw off his obedience to Meer JalEer, and. 
feemed determined to declare for the Shazahda. Thus 
every thing looked as if the Soubah would lofe his^ life 
and government, without a fword being drawn in his 
behalf. In this diftrefs he at 1 aft applied to Colonel 
Clive, now confirmed governor by the company’s ap~ 
pointment. ■ ; . 

The company’s affairs were now in almoft as cri-* 
tical a fituation as the Soubah’s. The &ge of Madrafs 
was ad'ually begun, and we had fent thither part of 
the forces that came out in this year’s ihipping- fo 
that our whole force was but three hundred infantry. 
One hundred train, and two thou fand five hundred Tea- 
poys, moft of whom had never iecn an adion. Ne- 
vertheiefs, the Colonel hefitated not a moment, but 
immediately began his march to Muxadavad, where 
he arrived on the twentieth of March* He reproached 
the Soubah feverely for his weak, unfteady con- 
dud, particularly for the manner in which he had de- 
flroyed his two general officers, which had quite alien- 
ated the affedions of his army^, from him, and for his 
late behaviour to the Englifti ; but affured him, he 
• might rely on his utmoft endeavours to extricate him. 
from the difficulties he was involved in, and that him- 
felf aficl , 41, his army would fight for him to the lafi 
man* The . Colonel immedi^^f , continued , his m^areh# 
and the So^hth promifed to followdg, %few days^ Alt 
parties had ttieiiTj^yes ftxedon , The Shah-' 

g»da invited hiai ■ preffingly to join him, ofering him. 
t,. H '' ' ’ alhare., 
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a {hare in the government, and any advantages 
pleafed to afk on behalf of the company ; and, flat- 
tering himfelf the Colonel might be brought over to 
him,\e would not bring Law’s party with him, but 
left them at Benares, left it fliould difguft the Colo- 
nel. The Nabob of Patna, not hearing of the Colo- 
nel’s march, had entered into a treaty with the Shah- 
'zada, by which he promifed to declare for him, on 
condition, that the §hahzada confirmed him in his 
Nabobfhip, and that his army fhould not enter the 
city ; This was agreed to, and Ramnaran came out 
of the city, paid bis fubiniHion to the Shahzada, and 
made him a prefent of a confiderable fum of money. 
The Shahzada’s army palled the city, and encamped 
towards Bengal ; and a day or two after, he fent to 
Ramnaran for fome more money and the city can- 
tiom The melTengcrs affeaed the haughty airs of con- 
querors, to which Ramnaran was not inclined to fub- 
mit, as he had now heard of the ColoneFs march, 
iind indeed had received a letter from him to this 
purport, *^That as it was by his mediation he had 
been confirmed in his government, he looked on 
himfelf as refponfible to the Soubah for his fidelity j 
that if he offered to fwerve from his duty, he 
j[hould feel his utmoft rfefentment ; that he was 
marching towards him with all expedition, and flat- 
tered himfelf^ that the fame Providence which had 
blcffed him 'With vidofjr on fo ‘many occafioiis, 
would not now forfake him.” Intimidated by this 
letter, and full of the hopes of a fpeedy relief, he turn- 
ed the Princess mefiengers out' of the city, and fliut 
the gates againft him. The Shahzada, lurprifed ahi 
cnrai^ at this fiidden change, immediately began the 
■ fiege/ The Coloncrs approach made all parties a£l 
. 4 .. .. ‘with 
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With vigour. The Prince made feveral affaults, and 
was very near carrying the place, when the appearance 
of our army, which had marched four hundred miles 
in three and twenty days, obliged him to raife the 
fiegc ; on v/hich his army, w^hich had been brought 
together only by the hopes of plunder, difperfed, leav- 
ing him only the Soubrdi of Oude’s brother, and a 
few horfe, who made the befi: of their way out of 
the province. Thus was the Soubah once more in- 
debted to us for his life and government, both which 
muft have inevitably fallen, but for this vigorous ef- 
fort ; for fo little able was he to fupport himfelf, that, 
iar from joining us, his troops furrounded him, and 
refufed to march, till they had all their arrears, and 
two months pay advanced them. And even the few 
forces that marched with his fjji, made a dead halt 
when we drew near the enemy, and would not ad- 
vance a ftep without their aacars, fo that had the 
enemy ftood, we muft have borne the whole brunt of 
the adtion with our little army; but the name, of 
cniVE ftruck fuch a terror into them, that they would 
not abide his coming, tliough they were now joined 
by the French (whom the Shahaada had font for when 
he defpaired of winning the Colonel over to him) and 
muft have taken the place, had ■ they continued another 
day before it, for though Monf. Laws’s party was fo 
trifling, it fufltcient tp, have carried one of the city 
|:owers, at which the whole army might have entered : 
^ut fuch was the reputation of our arms, that though 
h#d repeated and certain intelligence of the fmall 
of our forces, they thought it folly to offer to 
coii;^h4 , Nor is this aftoiftftiing to thofe wdio 

know wl|l|,ffroiig fatalifts thefc c4|iern people are, who 
jbok on againft ^ fortui^gle man, as "contending 

Ha ■ with ' 
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with GOD HIMSELF. When you teli them of a 
fuccefsful commander, they never afcrihe his fuccelTes to 
any human virtue, but lift up their eyes, and fay, 

« A happy fate attends him and when once a man 
has gained the reputation of being fortunate, nothing 

feems defperate in their eyes. 

On the tenth of April, the Colonel entered Patna in 
triumph, and received the thanks and congratulations of 
all ranks of perfons there. But to Meerjaffier the news 
was as the gift of life to a condemned man : His troops 
that had furrounded him, and feemed to rejoice in his ad- 
verfity, were now as fervile as they had been infolent be- 
fore ; but they foon felt his refentment, by the difmiffion 
ofthegreatcft part of them from his fervice, convinced 
at laft that he might rely on the Englilh. During our 
march, we had the pleafure to hear of Monf. Tally’s 
retreat from Madrafs, after a fiege of fixty-feven days. 
Were it not foreign to my fubjedl, I could, with plea- 
fure, dwell on the gallant aaions of Governor Piggot, 
Colonels Laurence and Draper, Meffieurs Brereton, 
Monfon, Caillaud, Prefton and other" gentlemen, both 
of the King’s and Company’s troops, who diftinguifhed 
theinfalves in that brave defence. 

This good news was foon followed by that of the 
alfonifhing fuccefs of the expedition under Major Forde, 
That intrepid officer, after ftruggling through many 
difficulties, in a long march through an enemy s. country, 
and in want of money, at laft appeared before Mafuli*^ 
patam, with his little army, now reduced to three him" 
dred and iifty Europeans, and one thoufand two hundred 
feapoys. He found it a city fortified after the Euiopean 
manner, furrounded by a iklt morafs, and* aefended bjr 
the Marquis de Conflans, with four hundred fifty regu-? 
}arS| a hundred citizens and other 
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tTioufand clifciplined feapoys. At the fametime,the Soubah 
of the Decan was marching to the relief of it, at the head 
of an immenfe army of his own, and a party of two 
hundred Frenchmen ; and before he had made any pro- 
grefs in the fiege, the Soubah was advanced fo near, 
that Major Forde, finding he could not retreat without 
rilking his whole army, defperately refolved to afiault 
the place, though there was no way of approaching 
it, but through a morafs waift-deep. Under all thefe 
difadvantag"S he attempted it, and was fuccefsful, 
though with the lofs of a fourth part of his little army. 
The Marquis and five hundred and twenty two French- 
men were taken prifoners ; and the Soubah of the Decan, 
not caring to contend with a conqueror, returned. To 
add more to the Major’s fucceffes, two days after the 
place was taken, there appeared two French lliips in 
the road, with four hundred and fifty men on board, for 
the relief of the place, who feeing Englilh colours 
flying, thought fit to fail away; and the feafon not 
permitting their return to Pondicherry, they landed at 
Ganjam, where they were furrounded by the country 
Rajahs, who fo reduced them by famine and Ikirmilhing, 
that very few efcaped to Pondicherry, fo that this ex- 
pedition ail together cofi: the French a thoufand Euro- 
peans. All our affairs being fo happily circumftanced. 
Colonel Clive, at the Soubah’s requeft, marched topunifh 
thofe Rajahs, who had joined theShahzada. Thefe Ra- 
jahs are fo powerful, by the nature of their country, that 
they had never been thoroughly fubdued, and had always 
formidable to theNabobs of Patna, When we drew 
near ifeeir country, two of them, intimidated by the re* 
putattba our arms, came and made their fubmiflion, 
and were Obliged to pay the Soubah all the revenues due 
froiu 1;hem fpir ^vepal jrears paft* Tb® third,, who had 
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been mor© guilty, kept aloof^ and we were obliged to foU 
low him amidft his rocks and mountains, expofed to the 
tooft terrible heats that ever Europeans underwent 5 but he 
was preffed fo clofe, that at laft, he was obliged to fub- 
mit under very fevere terms. 

The unfortunate Shahzada, wbofe amiable cliarafter de- 
ferved a better fate, foon perceived the Colonel was the only 
©bftacle to his fuccefs j and, having found he was not to be 
allured by the flattering profperity that for forne time at- 
tended him, endeavoured no*w to make an impreffion on him 
by his mis-fortunes. He reprefented to the Colonel, in a 
very pathetic letter, the peculiar wretchednefs of his fate ; 
*‘l'hat, though born to a crown, the perfecution of the 
Vizir had left him not a fpot to reft on ; that he bad no 
intentions againft Meer JaiEer’s life or government ; that 
all he aimed at, was an army to make head againft the 
Vizir ; and, tliat if it pieafed God to favour his caufe, 
the Colonel might command any advantages for the com- 
party or hitnfelE^* This the Colonel communicated to 
the Soubah’sfonand Eamnaran, who both agt©ed itwoiild 
be daitgerou^ |o have a prince of the Wo^; krany ^c#the 
pKwinces 5 ibat'he. would prove aconftant fource of plots 
and confpiracies againft the Soubah 5 would draw on him 
the refentment of the Vizir, and finally involve the coun- 
try in continual troubles. The Colonel therefore fent back 
the nrfengcr with arefpeafiil letter and a prefent of five 
hundred ^Id mohuis, ^ His ’ behaviour fo charmed 
Ihe. prince, that he fent him word, he wquid force 
himfelf under his protection and dare him to deliver 
|iim up; but the Colonel was neceffitated tb anfwer, that 
he acted under the Soubah^s orders, and would therefore 
by no means advifehim to put himfelf in hi§ power. The 
unhappy Shahzadawas obliged to feekfome other refuge; 

P 4bout xooo flerlin^^ 
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l!id tlie Colonel, to intimidate the netgh bon ring powers 
from ever difturbing theSoubah again, thought fit toihew 
his refcntment to Sujah Dowla f , by writing to him. 
That, a$ he could not but know,' the invioiabie friend- 
«« fliip fubfifting between him and MeerJ affier, be %¥oiider- 
ed he fliould prefume to fend forces into his country ; 
that if he'ftill perfifted in fentiments of enmity, he fliould 
own it frankly, and he would march up again after the 
rains, and appeal to the decifion of the fword*’” This 
letter, though addreffed to as powerM and haughty a 
prince as any in the eaft, had its full elFecl:, and produced 
a very fubmiilve anfwer. 

In July, after leaving a detachment of a hundred Euro- 
peans, and a thoufand feapoys, to awe the late fubmittcd 
Raj^s, .the Colonel returned to Muxadavad, where he 
was received with the moft unfeigned joy by the Soubali, 
and gazed at with awful refpedl, by all his people. 
The Soubah. acknowledged, he once more owed his life 
and government to him. And "as a token of his gratitude 
and efteem,, conferred on him the Lordihip of the lands 
held, by the - Company, who are only perpetu^d renters, 
by which the Company, as hereditary landholders, pay 
him the r^ymum due toAbe Soubah, amoenthig to about 
thirty thoufand pounds fterlifig per annum, which re- 
venues they had for two years before, paid 'to the Soubah 
himfelf, being the time they had been put ihto poffefian 
dF..,tiiofe lands* This was given him as a revenue to 
dignity of an Omrah.of .the Empire, for 
which' foeris fuppofed to maintain, fix thoufea4men, 
in the dbhfiti'j language, is called a Jagh^rCt-ia tenure not 

*{* Sfijjlli Sottba'Ii of tlic ne!xt |sr6'rifK?asr to call# 

the SoiibahHiip of Me is fon of the 'late Vim All Cttsftj audl 

Is the mofi: of with reffsH $mimk afhd» 

trot>|>3^ hat lia Is aot 


tinlifce 


120 


LETTER la 


unlike Knight’s fervice, by which lands were held for- 
merly in England. 

By this fuccefsful campaign, tranquillity feemed to be 
perfeSly reftored, the Soubah more firmly feated in his 
government, and the friendfhip between him and the 
Englifh cemented. 

Before I clofe the fcene of thofe gltJrious fuccefies, let 
me take a view of the figure the Englifh made at this 
period. No longer confidered as mere merchants, they 
were now thought the umpires of Indoftan. So great 
was the reputation of our arms, that the Vifir himfelf 
preffed the Colonel, by his agents, to march up to Dehli ; 
and the Emperor fent him an elephant, a veft of honour, 
and a tiara, which is the ufual prefent to perfons of the 
higheft rank. We were not only efteemed for our mili- 
tary atchievements, but alfo for the fteady and inviolable 
attachment we had fhown to the Souhah and all thofe 
whofe caufe we had efpoufed, which made them fet the 
higheft value on our friendfhip. Wherever the Colonef 
went, he eftablifhed fuch a charadler for bravery, ftea- 
dinefs and moderation, as made him univerfally refpedted 
and beloved. But thefe are merely honorary advantages. 
Thofe of a more lafting nature, are apparent in the pre- 
fent profperous ftate of the Company’s affairs.- The 
Company, before this time, has received the whole of 
that immenfe fum of one million two hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds fterling, ftipulated by the treaty; 
is in poffeffion of a tradi of land, which yields a clear 
revenue of a hundred thoufand pounds fterling per annum, 
and will, probably, in a few years be raifed to twice 
that fum ; enjoys a flourifhing trade ; fees their whole 
fettlement changed from a ftate of miferable poverty, 
to a fcene of magnificence; and a great progrefs made 
in the ftrudure of a fortification, which, when completed, 

will. 
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